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Catherine Hampton-Kerr  07 827 3688  027 475 8021 
Yeong Kim  07 855 9908  
Brian Kim  07 855 9908  
Anna Lim  07 957 0946 wk 021 054 0747 
AnneMacIndoe  07 846 4591  027 416 6620 
Alistair Maitland  07 888 8867  
Wendy Martin  07 872 2533  
Sharon Muller  07 853 7221  
Linda Newman  07 855 8125  
Janey Nolan  07 846 6995  021 728 650 
Irene Oien  07 854 6600  
Kathryn Old  07 853 8015  
Bruce Postill  07 855 1187  
Gail Preston  07 825 2133  
Brett Robinson  07 856 6582  027 750 0714 
Gail Rose  07 853 6530  
Paul Rowland  07 825 2133  
Christine Russell  07 854 9693 wk 
Isobel Smythe  07 827 5925  
John Spencer  07 843 2344  
Don Stover  07 843 5022  
Claire Summers  07 843 5022  
Jenifer Tangney     021 044 8260 
Jennifer Taplin  07 829 7773  
Nick Toppin  07 854 6960   021 1506 799 
Sheila Toppin  07 854 6960   021 1506 799 
PhillipTree   
Jim Twohill  07 855 0288  
Michiel Van Dijk  07 847 5340   
Adrienne Van Hellemond  07 855 1447  021 231 7965 
Peter Welton     027 273 3994 
John Whitehead  07 843 1446  
SharonWoodward  07 847 3080
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Bulletin No. 74 – Dec 2010 
This is the official publication of the 

Hamilton Tramping Club Inc 212788, P O Box 766,  HAMILTON 

www.tramphtc.org.nz 

 
President: Val Hollands 
Secretary: Gail Rose 
Treasurer: Kevin Bailey 
Club Captain: Lynne Ironside 
Advertising: Brett Robinson 
Committee:  Sheila Toppin  
  Sue Kempthorne  
  Janey Nolan  
  Isobel Smythe  
  Kathy Old 
 
EDITOR’S NOTE: Welcome to the new members for whom this may be their first ever bulletin. I 
hope you all enjoy reading these tales, many of them you have written yourselves. Yes, we do 
pick on you newbies to write them you know! It’s so interesting reading new reflections and 
styles of verse coming through. Thanks for your efforts in tapping away at the keyboard or 
putting pen to paper to recall your memories of your tramps with this growing group of 
trampers. We love having you and love hearing your stories. Thanks also for the photos which 
make the bulletin so much more fun to read and browse. Thanks Sheila for chasing up these 
contributions for me. I must say everyone has been most co-operative and sent them soon after 
the tramp. It is easier to remember those funny little happenings (and big ones in Alastair’s 
case) soon after the event. I have tried to input them as they have been submitted in order to 
avoid the last minute rush at production time. So any panic at this time is mostly my own doing! 

Remember, without your stories there would be no bulletin, so please keep sending them to me 
at publicity@tramphtc.org.nz.  Have a great Christmas and I hope to see you all out there on the 
tracks soon. Adrienne 

Bulletin Editor:  Adrienne van Hellemond 
Log Reports:  Alan Hawes  
Mountain Safety: Grant Holmes 
Conservation:  Bruce Postill 
Life Members:  Charlie Christianson 
   Alan Hawes 

Tramper of the Year: Adrienne van Hellemond 
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PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT 2010 
This has been an interesting winter for our club with our first serious accident for many years. 

 One of the trampers slipped and broke his ankle a few minutes from the Pinnacles Hut on the 
return journey. The team quickly swung into action; the hut warden was notified and he 
arranged for the phone to be used for a helicopter retrieval, the patient was carried to the hut 
and kept warm in borrowed clothing, the main party then carefully made their way back down to 
the van and managed to get there in daylight, leaving the fittest tramper with the patient. He was 
hoping for a helicopter ride too but there was another emergency elsewhere and no room for 
him so he had to follow the others down the track. The warden kindly checked that he got out 
safely. The patient was airlifted to Waikato Hospital and had surgery on his ankle the next day. 
He is now recovering well at home.  

The management of the incident went like clockwork and I would like to praise all the tramp 
participants who were present. What was needed to be done, was done, everyone co-operated, 
worked and communicated well as a team. There were 2 PLB’s among the trampers but due to 
a phone being available at the hut, these were not needed. The patient was followed up both 
while he was in hospital and since he has been home. Well done all of you. 

The new trip list has been published taking us through to June 2011. There are some great 
tramps coming up, but please look carefully at the ‘booking in’ dates as many of these are 
much earlier than the usual week due to accommodation etc needing to be booked in advance.  
My thanks to all those who helped compile the new tramp list and to all the leaders and co-
leaders who have so willingly put their names forward to lead tramps. 

The beauty of belonging to a club is that we get to see such a vast variety of areas in our 
country. The Labour Weekend tramp was at Shakespear Park on the Whangaparoa Peninsula 
where we base camped and did day walks around the area. Now, I come from up that way and 
over that weekend, I saw places I didn’t know even existed. Thank you Sheila and Nick for that 
opportunity. Thanks also to Karen for the opportunity of learning how to put up a different tent – 
even if it did take a while with many hands and a lot of advice!! 

My thanks go to Adrienne for compiling yet another great bulletin and to all those who have 
contributed both articles and photos. 
Please enjoy the outdoors over the summer and I look forward to meeting you all out there 
somewhere. For those of you like Isobel, Mike and Alistair who are recovering from medical 
problems I wish you a safe and speedy recovery. 
John and I and the committee wish you all a safe and happy Christmas with many good tramps 
over 2011. Yours in tramping, Val 

HTC Members Phone List 

page 39 

  
HTC MEMBERS’ PHONE LIST 
BeverleyAves  07 869 5457  021 158 8914 
Kevin Bailey  07 838 1788  029 248 6713 
Christine Barnett  07 847 7577      027 439 7470 
Ruth Barratt   03 960 9685   021 289 7888 
Alan Bigham   07 8564646  
Dianne Bowen  07 829 7388  
Colleen Brimblecombe  07 855 5626  
Louise Carter  07 846 9373  021 238 5094 
Kevin Christian  07 871 7475  021 595 558 
Charlie Christiansen  07 827 7607  
Mike Clarke  09 292 7838  
Elizabeth Day  07 829 7796  021 111 6354 
Karen Doughty    07 853 6668  
Samuel Doughty  07 853 6668  
John Featherstone  07 849 4447  021 0235 6736 
Debbie Fisher  07 843 1446  
Malcolm Frazer  07 846 6995  021 728 650 
Bill Garland  07 827 1807  
Sue Garland  07 827 1807  
Wendy Goad  09 292 7838  
Tony Graham  07 827 8954  
Debbie Graham  07 827 8954  
Roseanne Green  07 829 3225  
Rae Hannah  07 829 3078  
Alan Hawes  07 849 2602  
Vince Hay  07 855 9997  
Christina Heu  07 823 6231  
Val Hollands  07 849 4447  021 0235 6736 
Grant Holmes  07 829 5468  
Weitze Hoogeven  07 829 3078  
Lynne Ironside  07 855 1447  021 1136 0271 
Shirley Jones  07 854 0745  
Lorraine Kavanagh  07 829 8436  
Sue Kempthorne  07 846 5480  
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NOTES TO NEW TRAMPERS 

WHAT TO TAKE ON A DAY TRAMP 

Small pack 

Plenty of lunch 

Snacks  

Raincoat or parka 

A change of clothes (leave these in the van) 

Small First Aid Kit with plasters etc. 

Drink (in a plastic bottle) 

A torch – just in case 

Winter    Summer 

Woolly hat   Sunhat 

Mittens / Gloves  Sun screen 

Jersey    Extra water 

 

REMEMBER 

On a fine day you may think you don’t need a raincoat or parka. Don’t be fooled. Even if it 
doesn’t rain, you may need it to keep out the wind on an exposed ridge. 

Leave a spare change of clothing in the vehicle. If you arrive back at the van, soaking wet and 
there is a 3 hour drive back to Hamilton, you will be pleased you remembered this. 

In summer you tend to drink more, so do take enough. Plain water seems to go further than 
juice. 

When you ‘sign up’ (book) for a tramp, ask the tramp leader for more details or any special 
requirements or extras you may need to take along. The details given in the tramp programme 
are frequently sketchy, as many tramps are only in their planning stages when the bulletin is 
written. 

And do let the tramp leader know if you are currently taking any medication or have a medical 
problem (e.g. allergies to wasps etc), just in case anything goes wrong. 
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“Oh no! Wetas!”  
said Siew Ling  
at Broken Hills 
 
“Whakawetaweta” 
said Adrienne at 
Whakarewarewa 
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TRAMP BOOKING, GRADING AND COSTS 

BOOKING A TRAMP 

Phone the leader or co-leader to book in for tramps. If you are unable to get through, please 
phone the Club Captain (Lynne 07 855 1447) or any committee member and they will pass 
your name on for the tramp. Bookings close on Monday evenings to enable us to organise 
transport. However, if after that day you find you are able to go on the tramp and there is a seat 
available, you will be welcome. Don't forget to check the tramp details, equipment and costs.  

NORMAL DEPARTURE TIMES ARE:  

Day tramp:    7:30 am Sunday morning  
Extended day:    Saturday afternoon 
Weekend tramp: 6 pm Friday evening 

TRAMP GRADING  

For the safety of all, gradings are applied to all tramps. However, note that regardless of the 
grading the tramps are undertaken at your own risk. Gradings are; 

Grade A Reasonable fitness required; able to walk for 5/6 hours. 

Grade B Good level of fitness required; previous tramping experience required. 

Grade C Demanding. Open to Hamilton Tramping Club Members with overnight experience 
who have been on tramps with the club before, or who are personally known by the 
Tramp Leader. 

TRAMP COSTS 

The cost of a tramp is $20 per day. There is a surcharge of $5 per tramp for non-members. 
Children under 15 years, travel at half the daily cost. 

Cancellations: To provide transportation for the tramps, it is the club’s policy to hire vans, the 
cost of which is offset by the tramp fees paid by those on the tramp. We are a ‘non-profit 
making’ organization and try to keep the individual cost of the tramps down. For this reason, we 
have found it necessary to impose the following cancellation conditions: 

1. The Monday evening before the tramp is the last day for bookings and cancellations. 

2. Cancellations after Monday will incur a penalty of:  
 $10 for a day or extended day tramp 
 $20 for a weekend or long weekend tramp 
3. Failure to turn up without notification will incur the full cost of the seat reserved. 
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FIRST AID KITS 

SUGGESTED FIRST AID KIT FOR PARTIES 

Any personal medication plus: 

Antihistamine tabs 20 for allergies and stings 

Antihistamine cream 

Antiseptic cream 

Cavit - temporary filling for teeth 

Crepe bandages - 4” and 6” 

Diastop/Lomotil - for diarrhoea 

Elastoplast dressing strip 

Furacin - for burns 

Eye Ointment -for stys 

Large wound dressings - sealed, compressed brand 

Micropore tape - for butterfly closures 

Needles and cotton  

Notebook and pencil 

Paracetamol tabs  

Paranet gauze squares - sterile for burns 

Salt tabs  

Safety pins  

Sleek plaster 

Small sharp scissors 

Spenco second skin - for blisters 

Steristrip sutures 

Sterile dressings - telfa type 

Triangular bandages 

Tweezers 

Vaseline 

Zinc Oxide plaster 

 

Remember to check the expiry date on medications regularly. 
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CONSERVATION REPORT - WAIKATO AREA VISITOR FACILITIES  
Written by Bruce Postill 

Nikau Walk: 
We are about to spend $90,000 on the upgrading of the forest loop section of the Nikau Walk in 
Pirongia Forest Park. This will enable less able people, pushchairs and we intend to trial cycling 
on this walk. In this same locality we are currently completing improved access to the start of 
this walk making it accessible to wheelchairs.  
Plans are in progress to enlarge the car parking. The car park toilet has had some modifications 
to allow wheelchair access and next year we plan to build a wheelchair toilet in the 
picnic/campground. 
The picnic/campground has had some improvements with planting, picnic tables installed, 
ground leveled and grassed, additional new track to the stream and improved access to the hay 
paddock (where camping is permitted). 
Working with the Te Pahu Landcare Group many thousands of plants have been planted along 
the Kaniwhaniwha Stream - Nikau Walk in the last ten years. Going from farm paddock to soon 
to be forested walk helping to protect the water quality in the stream.  
Next year during Conservation Week (11 Sept) we plan a celebration of all this work with guided 
walks to the summit, big tree, etc.  
Kakepuku 
Work has commenced on a new track to the summit of Mt Kakepuku. Completion May 2012. 
Hakarimata 
The upgrading of the waterworks track from the dam to the summit will commence this 
summer.  At the summit a 5 metre viewing tower will be installed. 
Te Tapui 
The existing view tower on the summit of Maungakawa is to be replaced with a 5 metre tower -
almost two metres higher than the current one.  
Pahautea Hut, Pirongia 
Work has commenced on the replacement Campers Cooking Shelter to be constructed near  
Pahautea Hut. Contains table, seats, cooking bench & water tank. In March a new toilets & 
wastewater system will be installed this is part of a process moving towards a new future hut. 

Central N.I. Cycle Trail 
Work is progressing on this 60km new trail following old logging tramlines through the forests 
of Pureora. Tenders have been let for four large suspension bridges, one over a hundred 
metres.  

Tramp  List Dec 2010 – June 2011 
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TRAMP LIST – DEC 2010 TO JUNE 2011 

27 DEC 2010 TO 1 JAN 2011 - TONGARIRO NATIONAL PARK, TRAMP 863 
Using the Whakapapa Holiday Camp as home base, we will do a walk each day. Suggested 
walks are; Silica Rapids, Whakapapaiti Hut, Tama Lakes, Taranaki Falls, Gannet Colony, 
Tupapakarua Waterfall, Ruapehu Summit, overnight at Oturere Hut. We will be flexible and each 
day will accommodate all abilities. The tramps in this varied and beautiful area can be as social 
or as difficult as you wish.  Grade A. Book in by 6 Dec 2010. Costs are $20/day for transport 
(depending on numbers) plus accommodation costs, ranging from $19 for a tent to approx 
$20-25 pp per night for a cabin. Contact Adrienne 855 1447/0212317965, or Val 849 4447 

28 - 31 JAN 2011 – MATEMATEONGA, TRAMP 864  
This is an easy 3 day trip along an old roadway in a very remote area. The highlights are the jet 
boat ride back and the fabulous views as you amble along the track. Grade B. Book in by 10 
Jan 2011. Cost $80 plus hut and jet boat. Contact Kathy 07 853 8015 / Kevin B 07 838 1788 

30 JAN 2011 - MOTUTAPU ISLAND, TRAMP 865 
Just a ferry ride away from Downtown Auckland lies the legendary island of Motutapu. 
Motutapu, which means Sacred Island, has a history that dates back centuries and is much 
older than its neighbouring Rangitoto Island. The island is home to farmland, scenic walking 
tracks, World War II gun emplacements and spectacular views of the Hauraki Gulf. Motutapu is 
currently undergoing a 50 year conservation project. Ferry $25.00 return and money sent to 
Janey by 21 Jan 2011 and or book online yourself to ensure a ticket http://www.fullers.co.nz/. 
Grade A. Book in by 17 Jan 2011. Cost $20 plus $25 for boat. Contact Janey 07 846 6995 / 
021 728 650 / Chris B 07 847 7577 

6 FEB 2011 - MINE BAY, TAUPO, TRAMP 866  
This is a tramp in an area that is new to us. The day will be interesting and the terrain 
undulating. Further details will be on our website, www.tramphtc.org.nz, closer to the day.  
Grade A. Book in by 31 Jan 2011. Cost $20. Contact Janey 846 6995 or Sheila 854 6960 

12  - 13 FEB 2011 - URCHIN TO UMIKARIKARI (EXT DAY), TRAMP 867 
The track is located in the Kaimanawa Forest Park just south of Turangi. We will drive down on 
Saturday afternoon camping at the start of the track and kick off on Sunday with a climb up to 
the trig on Urchin with great views of Ruapehu from this location. From here we travel across 
the range before dropping into a saddle that connects Urchin to Umikarikari. There is a new 
track through native beech forest which follows the ridge before rising steadily across 'tops' 
country to the summit of Umikarikari. The route back is all downhill. 
Grade B. Book in by 7 Feb 2011. Cost $40. Contact Kevin B 838 1788  or Kathy 853 8015 
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21 FEB  - 4 MAR 2011 - KAHURANGI NATIONAL PARK, TRAMP 869  
Tramps will be based around the Nelson Lakes with trips of 3 gradings. Grade A will camp and 
do day trips around the lakes and possibly into the Lewis Pass. Grade B will do trips of 2-3 
nights in an area of their choice. Grade C will do a multi day tramp from Lake Rotoroa, up the 
Durville River and through to the Lewis crossing with 2 or 3 passes on the way. The tramps are 
still in their planning stages with details yet to be ironed out. Fly down or take own vehicles. 
Grades ABC. Expressions of interest are required by Xmas 2010. Costs $TBA. Contact Kevin 
B 07 838 1788 / Val 07 849 4447 

27 FEB 2011 - WAITAWHETA HUT, TRAMP 868 
This walk has been upgraded since the new hut was built. Most of the river crossings are now 
bridged. The track is gently undulating and easy with the historic areas highlighted on the way. 
We will lunch at the new hut before the return journey. 
Grade A. Book in by 21 Feb . Cost $20. Contact Kathy 853 8015 or Chris B 847 7577 

5 - 6 MAR 2011 - TUBING WHIRINAKI/MANGAMATE RIVER, TRAMP 870  
We will travel down to Minginui in the afternoon of 5th and do a short walk before settling into 
accommodation. The next day we will put our tubes in the river near Minginui and the adrenalin 
will pump as we float down river past the Mangamate Falls till we get to the shores of our 
accommodation camp. This is a fun trip in fine weather. Wet suits or warm gear may be 
preferred if it's cold. Please ensure you have a change of dry clothing. 
Grade A. Book in by 28 Feb. Cost $40 plus Accommodation. Contact Michiel 8475340 or  
Anna 021 054 0747 

12 MAR 2011 - TRAMP PLANNING, POT LUCK  
At 6 pm at Val and John's at 267 Brymer Road, Hamilton. This is a time when we all get 
together and plan the trips for the next 6 months. Remember this is your club and your chance 
to have a say. Please send any suggestions into the committee if you are unable to attend. 
Please bring food to share. Contact Val 07 849 4447 / Janey 07 846 6995 / 021 728 650 

13 MAR 2011 - MANGAPOHUE NATURAL BRIDGE, WAITOMO, TRAMP 871  
Mangapohue Natural Bridge is a real highlight on the scenic drive to Marokopa. The track goes 
through an impressive limestone gorge that brings you underneath the natural bridge. The 17m 
high limestone arch is all that remains of an ancient cave system. From here the track becomes 
stepped and passes under the bridge giving a superb view of the ceiling studded with stalactite-
like formations and an excellent view back down the gorge.  
Grade A. Book in by 7 Mar 2011. Cost $20. Contact Kathy 853 8015 or Sharon W 847 3080 
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28 NOV 2010 - CHRISTMAS POT LUCK DINNER AT JANEY AND MALCOLM’S
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19  - 20 MAR 2011 - PINNACLES - COROGLEN, KAUERANGA, TRAMP 872  
After a good 3 hr walk from the Kauaeranga Road end we reach the Pinnacles Hut, one of NZ's 
biggest huts, where we will stay overnight.  The hut is serviced, sleeps 80, has solar lighting, 
gas BBQ & gas cookers and is not the kind of hut we are used to staying in! Bring your own 
utensils. Expect swing bridges, stone stairs, river crossings, spectacular views & the 
opportunity to climb the jagged Pinnacles. Next day, we take the Rangihau/Moss Creek Junction 
to the Rangihau Rd end track which takes us steadily down and out to Coroglen.  
Grade C. Book in by 28 Feb. Cost $40 plus hut fee of $15.30 adult/night, $7.60 
child/youth/night (5 -17 years). Contact Sharon W 847 3080 or Lynne 855 1447 

27 MAR 2011 - WAINORA - BOOM FLATS, KAUERANGA, TRAMP 873  
Leave from the Wainora campground along a well graded track as far as the Cookson kauri. The 
track then becomes more undulating and rocky and climbs steadily to a bare high point at 549 
metres, with extensive views of Table Mountain and the broad valley of the Waiwawa River. 
After negotiating a rock outcrop, the track drops down into a valley and then up again to Orange 
Peel corner, before descending a long forested ridge to Boom Flat. 6-7 hours. 
Grade A. Book in by 21 Mar 2011. Cost $20. Contact Sheila 854 6960 or Janey 07 846 6995  

2 - 3 APR 2011 - WAIMIHA LOOP EXTENDED DAY AND POT LUCK, TRAMP 874  
John and Debbie are the proud owners of a farm in this area with a lovely stand of bush on it. 
We will travel down on the Saturday, camp at the cottage, share a pot luck dinner and the next 
day do a loop walk through the bush. 
Grade A. Book in by 28 Mar 2011. Cost $40. Contact Debbie 07 8431446 or Val 849 4447 

10 APR 2011 – NEAVESVILLE, TRAMP 875 
This is an area that has been logged, mined for gold and now logged again for giant Kauri 
stumps. We go in from the summit of the Kopu-Hikuai Rd and tramp along the ridge line. Some 
of the track is quite over grown and tricky in parts. We descend to a clay 4x4 track and follow 
that back to the main road passing the old township of Neavesville on the way. 7-8 hours walk. 
Grade A. Book in by 4 Apr 2011. Cost $20. Contact John F 8494447 or Michiel 847 5340 

22 - 25 APRIL 2011 - EASTER IN TE UREWERA, TRAMP 876  
This is a good tramp into the Wilderness of Te Urewera. The days are not too long and always 
interesting with plenty of time to photograph the wild beauty. The isolated camp sites are well 
chosen at the end of the day. 
Grade C. Book in by 18 Apr 2011. Cost $80. Contact John W 07 8431446 or Bill 07 827 1807 
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1 MAY 2011 - WATERWORKS ROAD - WHARAWHARA ROAD, KAIMAIS, TRAMP 877 
This is an enjoyable tramp on the eastern side of the Kaimai Range. We have many stream 
crossings, a two tiered waterfall & a zig-zag to the top and along the ridge with great views, 
beautiful regenerating bush, some old Kauri dam sites and a steepish downhill. Approx 6 hours.  
Grade A. Book in by 25 Apr 2011. Cost $20. Contact Sheila 854 6960 or Lynne 07 855 1447 

15 MAY 2011 - BIG RATA, OKATAINA, TRAMP 878 
We have been into this large tree once before. It is quite an exciting walk up and down the 
ridges until the giant rata tree is reached. We loop back out again for a very enjoyable day. 
Grade B. Book in by 9 May 2011. Cost $20. Contact John F 8494447 or Kathy 853 8015 

16 MAY 2011 – HAMILTON TRAMPING CLUB ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM)  
Monday May 16, 7.30pm At Lone Star Restaurant, Victoria St, Hamilton. The meeting is held in 
the back room. All welcome. Supper will be provided. For more information contact Val 849 
4447 or Janey 846 6995/021 728 650 

21 - 22 MAY 2011 - PIRONGIA SUMMIT (EXTENDED DAY), TRAMP 879 
Climbing to the top of Pirongia to stay the night at the hut on the summit is an ideal way to get 
the best view of both the sunset and sunrise as well as the surrounding landscape.  
Grade B. Book in by 16 May. Cost $40. Contact Michiel 847 5340 or Kevin B 838 1788 

4 - 5 JUN 2011 - PIHA, FOREST AND BIRD LODGE (EXTENDED DAY), TRAMP 880 
We will stay at the Forest & Bird Lodge in picturesque Piha and walk along the beach in the 
evening. Next day we will walk one of the many tramping tracks in the native bush of the 
Waitakere Ranges. Experience beaches, breathtaking vistas, spectacular rocky outcrops, 
streams, waterfalls and farms overlooking the wild west coast. 
Grade A. Book in by 25 May 2011. Cost $TBA. Contact Janey 8466995 or Sheila 854 6960 

18 - 19 JUN 2011 - LEITCHES CLEARING TRAMP 881 
This is an easy walk into the Leitches Clearing Hut for the night and out again the next day. If 
you have never done an overnight tramp before, this is a good one to start on. 
Grade A. Book in by 13 Jun 2011. Cost $40. Contact Michiel 8475340 or Anna 021 0540 747  
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Taylor sits in a Pohutukawa tree 
at Orakawa Bay  

RIGHT: Morning tea 
at Orakawa Bay  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Strange what one sees 
when one goes tramping – 
Man with chilly bin on 
wheels goes by! 

BELOW: What a beautiful place for 
Lunch, almost at Homunga Bay 
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7 NOV 2010 - OPEN DAY: WAIHI BEACH COASTAL WALK, TRAMP 860 
Written by Alan. Photos by Adrienne 

With a fine day forecast and 22 people waiting at Pak’n’Save, we had a few words from 
Adrienne and after introductions we were into the vans and heading for a great day walking 
along a beautiful coastline. 

We arrived at Waihi beach at 9.30am, a quick sort out of gear and we were off to our first stop 
at Orokawa Bay.  It was an easy walk of about an hour which gave us opportunities for photos 
or just admiring the views.  When we arrived at Orokawa Bay it was decided to have a quick 
drink and food.  While we were having our break a group of ‘keen’ fishermen/women walked 
past and raised a few eyebrows, got some camera clicking and caused a few laughs amongst 
the group.  (See Adrienne’s photo). 

Next we headed to the end of the beach and into the bush for a one and a half hour tramp to 
Homunga Bay.  This part of the tramp consisted of bush and costal views, Pohutukawa trees to 
Nikau Palms and volcanic rock formations to sandy beaches.  Unfortunately we didn’t get to 
Homunga Bay due to running out of time, so we stopped at a small rocky bay for lunch.  We 
headed back along the same track to Orokawa Bay where we took another track 20 min inland 
to see William Wright Falls.  This track followed a stream which we crossed several times.  As 
we were walking to the falls you could see the result of the storms we had several months ago, 
with trees uprooted and banks washed out. 

At the falls there wasn’t a lot of water coming down but it was still very picturesque.  Back at 
Orokawa bay we regrouped with those that didn’t go to the falls and headed back to Waihi.  
Back at the vans some cooled their feet in the sea whilst others dug into the delicious baking 
and drinks.  Then we were back into the vans and heading home.   

This was a great open day with a wonderful mixture of things to see and people to talk to.  A 
special thanks to the person who supplied the refreshments after the tramp. 
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Michiel and Anna amongst the remains of Paton Dam 

24-25 APRIL 10 – EXT DAY – BROKEN HILLS – PATON DAM: TRAMP 845 
Written by Siew Ling. Photos supplied by Michiel 

To me the Broken Hills to Paton Dam tramp was a leisurely weekend away from home.  We 
arrived in the late afternoon parked the van at Puketui valley road end car park and went for a 
short walk.  We investigated the remains of what was once the Government Battery - flat 
concrete foundations.  The Battery was built to process ore prospected during the 1930s 
depression.  Wondering through the area, I reflected on the hardship of those depression days.  
My only experience with such hardship, were stories told to me by my parents about their 
difficulties experienced during the Japanese occupation of Malaya in the 1940s.   
We hastened back to our Broken Hills camp site before it got too dark. Thanks to Clare and Don 
who donated their tent to the club when they returned to the USA, I had a tent for the night. I 
was very impressed with Anna’s skill – she set up the tent in no time!  It was a great social 
night – We shared beef curry, pickled vegetables and wine. Val provided dessert.  It is always 
great when the tent is near the van - one doesn’t have to carry the wine very far.  We settled for 
the night amongst the chirping insects and rushing sounds of the very shallow Tairua River.  
The shallowness of the river soon became obvious when John went for a dip and came back 
with grit in his scalp.  We did have a dry summer.  The relatively silent bush magnified the 
sounds of the flowing river – it was a lovely setting for us to camp overnight in. 
Next morning we set off for Golden Hills Mine and Paton Stream Dam.  It was great but a bit 
scary walking through the 500 metre long Collins Drive.  There were lots of long legged wetas 
and I am not keen on creepy crawlies!!!  I learnt that if the torchlight is on them for too long, 
they become uncomfortable and start shuffling each other – a real signal to turn the torch away 
just in case they jumped on me.  With hats on and torch in hand, we investigated the 
underground mine. What stuck in 
my memory were the wetas in the 
mines and the difficulties that the 
early settlers would have 
encountered in building the Paton 
Dam. What remains of the Dam 
showed how huge those old kauri 
trees were – real impressive!!! It 
was another great weekend and 
my second ever positive camping 
experience. I look forward to more 
activities with the club! 
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30 MAY 10 – TWO MAORI CANOES (RAT’S TOOTH ROCK), TRAMP 847 
Written by Kathy. Photos by Sheila 

We set off merrily along the Paeroa to Thames Road, and then turned right onto the Onetai East 
Road to Michael O’Brien’s farm (our tramp guide).  To join me on this particular tramp was Val 
& John, Sheila, Malcolm, Alan B, Vince, Christina, Rose & John, and Paula.  Our leader, Michael 
O’Brien, had also brought his pal, Jeff, along.  We started off on a surprisingly sunny day, 
considering the wet weather we had already had that week.  Michael prepared us by telling us 
that we would have to negotiate 15 stream crossings.  We all looked at Vince to see his 
reaction.  His poker face revealed nothing, however he provided some entertaining moments in 
trying to avoid water that day.   

We also had a visitor with us all the way from South Africa, Paula, who encountered some of 
our variable NZ terrain.  We had Val and Sheila keeping an eye out for her, and offering a 
steadying hand along the way. 

We set off at about 9.30 am, following the main stream (Onetai River) and pretty much getting 
our feet wet with the stream crossings.  Michael told us the history of the area, and pointed out 
old bits of machinery that had been used to provide a track to bring out the Kauri logs.  The 
wood had mainly been used for the decking of war ships.  It didn’t take us long to get to a cave 
with wetas (ooh). We had a nosy around and stopped for morning tea at a picturesque waterfall.   

After our break, we retraced our steps for about 15 minutes and then started climbing a more 
rugged terrain toward our destination, Rat’s Tooth Rock.  On the way we would see the Two 
Maori canoes, made from Totara, the unfinished remains of these which had been left 
untouched.  Michael told us that Maori will not touch them - query whether these are considered 
tapu - or perhaps it is just that it would take a fair bit of work to take them out. Either way, it was 
an interesting talking point.  Another point of interest was a huge old tree that had fallen over 
years ago, Michael telling us this was approx 26 metres long.  We reached a ridge and at this 
point, Michael warned us about possum traps still in use.  We could smell how successful they 
had been and saw quite a few naked possums soaking up the sun (!). 

We had lunch before scrambling up a precipice to a spectacular viewpoint from Rat’s Tooth 
Rock.  The sky was clear and the views amazing, well worth that final scramble.  After that, we 
made our way back down to Paula and Sheila who were waiting for us.  The walk back to our 
van took only an hour and a half, with Michael regaling us with local yarns along the way.  The 
tramp took 6 hours in total.  This was a walk with lots of variety.  Thanks to Michael and Sheila 
for a lovely day.  
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Day two – Sunday 24th October 

Sunday we headed for Wenderholm, 
picking up Val’s cousin on the way.  We 
visited Couldrey House Historic 
Homestead; Malcolm commented that 
he wasn’t aware corrugated roofing; 
Marley guttering and down pipe had 
been around quite that long!  We were 
glad of the shade when walking the 
Perimeter track, meeting lots of young 
families on the way. Pleasing to see! 

Lunch was under the trees or on the 
beach and afterwards we followed the Te Akeake Walk along the beach around into the Puhoi 
River Estuary. On the way back we stopped at Hatfields beach where Val took us to the Alice 
Eaves scenic reserve, a significant natural feature in the District containing many indigenous 
botanical species, notably a high quality 
kauri forest remnant and some rare and 
threatened species.  Another quick ‘chilly’ 
dip in the sea for the same some, followed 
by wine, steak or leftovers for dinner.  The 
evening was taken up with a game of 
Boules (or Petanque) courtesy of Karen.  
Val and John won on the day.  John was 
delighted, having not ever won anything 
before! 

Day three – Monday 25th October 

We were all packed up and on our way by 9.30 am, the plan being to walk the Okura Bush 
Walkway.  Nick and I dropped the others of at Haighs Access Rd, Stillwater then drove the van 
back to Duck Creed road to walk in and meet the others.  The track takes you through groves of 
nikau, pohutukawa regenerating coastal kauri forest.  We all met up and had lunch at the historic 
Dacre Cottage built in the 1850’s, which although reconstructed had no corrugated roofing; 
Marley guttering and down pipe, which please Malcolm.  We had good views of Karepiro Bay 
and the Hauraki Gulf, before dropping back to the Weiti River estuary. 

We arrived back in Hamilton with the sun still shining, feeling relaxed and everyone vowing to 
return to the area again very soon.
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23 - 25 OCT 2010 - SHAKESPEARE BAY/WHANGAPAROA PENINSULA, 
TRAMP 859  
Written by Sheila. Photos by Malcolm 

Trampers: Sheila (Leader) & Nick Toppin, Val Holland (Co-Leader), John Featherstone, 
Adrienne Van Hellemond, Karen Doughty, Janey Nolan, Malcolm, Frazer. 

Day one – Saturday 23rd October 

When Val, John, Janey and Malcolm arrived with the Van to pickup Karen, Adrienne, Nick and I 
plus all our gear, there was some concern regarding the amount of gear Nick and I had; but 
when there’s room on the van and you don’t have to carry gear, why wouldn’t you take a decent 
size tent, comfortable airbeds, duvets, pillows, folding chairs, blankets, cooker, a chilly bin and 
a couple of bags; they were however, adamant there was no room for the garden table!   

Silverdale was our morning coffee stop and local market. Then driving on to Te Haruhi Bay 
campsite, where most had their tents up quickly; Karen 
wasn’t quite there, so others went to help, well at least 
that’s what they said they were doing; I had my doubts  

After lunch we started walking from Te Haruhi beach 
up along the TiriTiri Track to the Lookout on the cliff 
top; with stunning 360 deg views across Hauraki Gulf. 
We then descended down the paddock, through the 
bush to Waterfall Gully, across to Army Bay and the 
beach/rocky walk around the Whangaparaoa 
Peninsular.  We saw several people carrying sack 
loads of Kina (sea urchins) apparently the daily limit of 
Kina is 50 per person per day!?   

Many rock formations we saw were quite distinctive 
forming long ridges on the beach, whilst areas of the cliff face 
looked like a patchwork quilt. Arriving at Pink Beach we took 
the steps up to the cliff top and back down to the campsite 
again.  A quick ‘chilly’ dip in the sea for some, a wine or two 
to wash down a wonderful pot luck dinner (apart from Val’s 
Silverdale Market gluten free cake, that wasn’t, and caused her 
considerable suffering!) was a fitting end to a relaxing day. 

 The camp’s resident peacock  
kept cameras busy 
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Tackling a 
tricky ladder 
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13 JUNE – WAIHAHA RIVER, TRAMP 848 
Written by Christina. Photos by Sue. 

On a fairly cold and damp morning we headed off for about a two hour foggy journey to the 
bridge on SH32 beside the Waihaha River where we parked the van, quickly got our raingear on 
and set off for the Waihaha Hut - approx. 9 kms.  

From the bridge across SH32 it’s approximately 
a 2.5 to 3 hour easy walk along the river. After 
walking only a short distance we stepped down 
into a lovely area of trees with hanging moss 
creating a gorgeous, almost Christmas festive 
feel (use your imagination). Then we went up a 
short uphill climb with a nice view halfway up 
overlooking the valley and we also got some 
lovely views of the river at a number of points.  

There were 12 of us on this fairly wet day - our leaders Lynne and Sue, Malcolm and our model 
from the Katmandu store, Janey (who was especially pleased with her new WHITE raincoat on 
this wet day), along with Kathy, Louise, Sheila, Brett, Kevin, Christina, Lorna & Swati. 

The walk is a mixture of shrub land, toi toi, podocarp forest plus a spectacular range of 
miniature fungi in glorious bright colours - we spotted red, peach and yellow. The pumice rocks 
were not too slippery and good to scramble over in the wet. We had one swing bridge crossing 
over a lovely stream. Approximately 2 kms before the hut was a significant windfall that had 
uprooted some trees, but an easy path around the fallen debris was easily found. On arrival at 
the clearing with the hut overlooking the river 
we stopped for our lunch break. The hut has a 
wood burner and sleeps 10 with a great 
sheltered deck on which to sit and watch the 
kereru fly over - also a neat outside space to 
sleep extra trampers and loads of grass area for 
camping.  

Following the same route we returned to the van 
with slightly more water on the track - walking 
for a while in a shallow stream. Thanks to 
everyone for braving the cool conditions.  
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The huge rata beside the Jubilee 
Track on Mt Ngongataha 
 

Michiel, Janey and 
Malcolm at the hitching 
rail by the derelict hut. 
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10 OCT 2010 - MOKAIHAHA TRACK, MAMAKU RANGE, TRAMP 858  
Written by Adrienne, Photos of the reccie trip by Adrienne  

I had never heard of this place before so Michiel and I did some research on-line and found this 
information on the Doc website ‘Rich in Maori history, Mokaihaha Ecological Area contains 
several trails once used by Maori passing on their way to Rotorua from the Waikato. It is also an 
area with high conservation and scientific values, and possesses the largest surviving block of 
the once extensive native forests that covered the Mamaku Plateau. Podocarp trees such as 
rimu, miro and matai are plentiful and the forest floor is thick with healthy regeneration. Birdlife 
includes tui, kereru, bellbird and fantail. A population of kaka (native parrot) has been known to 
delight walkers with their appearance and song, and the endangered kokako maybe heard in the 
dawn chorus. Short-tailed bats are also present in the area.’  

We thought that sounded pretty good, so Michiel, Malcolm, Janey and I set off on a reccie trip 
in the middle of July. We found it to be very, very pretty bush but the track itself was pretty 
short so we checked out the extra bit that went to West Rd and back and that extended the walk 
to four hours. 

So on this day we set off with a small group of seven; Adrienne, Alan, Matiu, Louise (co-
leader), Chris, Irene and Lee, a new-comer. We arrived at the sign post marking the start point 
on South Rd, south of Mamaku township. After 20 minutes we came across Lake 
Rotohokahoka which hadn’t been there on the reccie - it had been a dried up stream - but today 
it was actually a lake! I was most impressed. The track continued beside it for a while and then 
on towards a junction where we went off to the end of West Road. We stopped here for lunch. 
We headed back, joined up with the track again. We came across a derelict hut complete with 
hitching rail, which we presumed had been used in the logging days. Once out on South Rd we 
walked for approximately 15 minutes back to the car. And yes, we did see lots of podocarp 
trees and the forest floor was very thick and very lush. We debated the meaning of Podocarp, 
and I still don’t know, Google here I come! No, we did not see any birds but I did hear a Kaka.  

Having a few hours to spare, we drove to the outskirts of Rotorua and headed for the Jubilee 
Track on Mt Ngongataha which starts at the Violet Bonnington Reserve on Paradise Valley Rd.  

We wandered up on a nice gentle easy climb through native bush to the viewing platform to see 
one of the largest rata trees in the Bay of Plenty, with a height of 40m and nearly 2m around. 
We completed the Nature Loop and decided not to go to the summit. There is no view from 
there so we enjoyed the view stops as we came down. 

We had had a great day and felt that the summit would be a great round trip for another day. 
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4 JULY 2010 - MAUNGATAUTARI / OUT IN THE STYX, TRAMP 850   
Written by Val 

To the inexperienced, this trip would seem a total shambles, but it actually catered well for a 
large diverse group of trampers. As usual we all met up at Bill’s farm on the slopes of 
Maungatautari. HTC arrived in dribs and drabs in their own vehicles for a change, and then The 
Wanderers arrived to join us for the day – in their own full sized bus, complete with a non-
tramping driver. We certainly looked like the inexperienced poor relations! 

However, we all joined up and set off walking over the farmland towards the bushline. It was 
good to catch up with many of the Wanderers who had in the past tramped with HTC. Nobody 
looked any different over the passage of years! Once we reached the bush and the surrounding 
fence where Bill dismantled the locking mechanism of the gate (with permission of course) 
there was a mutiny in the ranks. Some of the HTC members were not interested in the planned 
tramp, so they broke away and walked up Maungatautari and over Pukeatua to Out in the Styx. 
Before they left there was a discussion over who would drive their cars around for them and 
exchange keys. The rest of us faithfully followed Bill up and down through the bush to a 
delightful little waterfall that the majority of us had never seen before. It was a pretty mucky 
slide down to it through thick Parataniwha, but worth the effort. 

After a bite to eat, we continued up and down to a lovely stand of Rimu. All the tracks that have 
been cut on the mountain for pest control have certainly eliminated a lot of the legendary gliding 
through the supple jack. Some of us were a bit disappointed about that, but managed to hide 
our feelings.  

As we headed back towards the perimeter fence once again, we had a further mutiny. The day 
had been a bit too short for a couple of the trampers – again the HTC lot – and they wanted to 
take the long way home. They were given some instructions by Bill and off they went, 
completing their mission safely and arriving back at the vehicles only a short time after the main 
party. 

We farewelled the Wanderers as they loaded back onto their bus, having thoroughly enjoyed 
their company for the day. Then we sorted out cars, keys and gear and for those who were 
going to dinner, drove the cars around. Just as we arrived at Out in the Styx, with perfect timing, 
the rest of the crew walked up to meet us.  Once again we had a spa and enjoyed the perfect 
meal provided by Lance and Mary. It is always a special way to finish a good day’s tramp. 

Thanks Bill, for showing us yet another new spot on the mountain and for allowing us the 
flexibility of a diverse day of tramping 
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27 JUNE 2010 - KAIMAIS / KAURI GROVE, TRAMP 849  
Written by Janey. Photos by Adrienne 

Brett Robinson as leader and Sue Kempthorne as co leader along with Janey Nolan, Peter 
Welton, Louise Carter, Irene Oien, Kathy Old, Kate Kerr, Adrienne Van Hellemond and Malcolm 
Frazer set off from Pak n Save at 7.30am for Waiorongomai. The day was a little wet at times 
but mostly fine. We started out with dry boots from the old battery site, up the track on the north 
side of the stream, across the swollen stream where everyone but Peter and Malcolm got their 
feet wet. Most of us got or legs wet as well but no-one fell in. We climbed up a steep ridge to 
the stately Kauri Grove, down through these beautiful trees and past the old house site that was 
the Waikato Tramping Club hut site (burnt down some time ago). We climbed down steeply to 
another swiftly flowing stream. 

Due to recent rain there were spectacular waterfalls in places where normally water would be 
flowing idly. Again we all got our boots filled with water except Malcolm. 

At 12.30 we sat on the stream bank for lunch and everyone had Brett on about the trip 
description, especially the tramp being an easy day. What we didn’t know at that stage was that 
it had been relatively easy compared to the scramble up the bank after lunch. Janey didn’t enjoy 
this scramble as it was quite open and very vertical but Louise said it was better than crossing 
swiftly flowing streams. Brett is very fit and set a good pace but had to slow it down a bit when 
some extremely long uphill stints followed. Adrienne did not notice the steepness of the incline 
and kept us all amused with her stories about being diverted due to the Icelandic eruption on her 
recent overseas excursion. Adrienne and Barb ended up therefore visiting Dubai, Tunisia & 
Morocco (where English is their third language) and The Portuguese Camino de Santiago. We 
walked up another incline and still Adrienne’s stories mostly about the food continued. Strange 
how food frequently becomes the most recurrent topic on tramps! 

The good weather was on our side and the rain stayed away most of the time as we went north 
and further uphill to the New Era Branch (May Queen).  We returned along the dramatic Piako 
County Tramway/High Level Track at the upper level. Extensive restorative work has been done 
by DOC to make the Waiorongomai Valley accessible to the public and we were all amazed at 
the amount of work that has been done recreating the tramlines and the Firth and Clark Battery. 
The area has much history; Brett grew up in this area. Some of this history includes that of gold 
being discovered in the Waiorongomai Valley on the eastern slopes of Mt Te Aroha by Hone 
Wharehiko. It attracted so many prospectors; the valley became the scene of large scale gold 
mining activities. To bring quartz ore from high in the valley down to the stamper battery, the 
tramline we had walked past was constructed by the Piako County, and opened in 1883. The 
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THE TE WAIHOU WALKWAY NEAR PUTARURU 
On our way back to the Te Waihou Walkway we encountered a wayward bus that decided it 
liked the lane we were in. Thanks to a wide shoulder and no parked cars we escaped 
unscathed. I don’t know who got the bigger shock the bus driver or us.   

The earlier switch in plans was correct as the weather for the Te Waihou Walkway was now 
perfect. The tramp follows the stream to the underground aquifer that provides the pure water 
used in the “Pump” water bottles. This water creates a deep aqua colour in the stream.  There 
were many “Oohs and aahs” about the amazing colour of the stream. Thanks for a great day 
everyone. 

Some of the very picturesque sights of the Te Waihou Walkway 
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26 SEP 2010 - WHAKAREWAREWA FOREST PARK, ROTORUA AND THE TE 
WAIHOU WALKWAY NEAR PUTARURU TRAMP 857  
Written by Malcolm. Photos by Adrienne using Malcolm’s camera 

Leader Malcolm Frazer, Co-leader Ann, Sharon and Mark Muller, Jennifer, Louise Carter, 
Christina and Adrienne 

We left the car park at Pak n Save at 
07:40 and headed for the Te Waihou 
Walkway near Putaruru. We made a 
change of plans as there was light rain 
and decided that it may clear later and we 
would do the Rotorua walk first and the 
Te Waihou Walkway on our return. By the 
time we arrived at the Redwoods in 
Rotorua the rain had cleared and we had 
a nice 2.5 hour tramp finishing with lunch 
back at the van.  

 

 

 

 

 

Louise, Jenifer and Christina enjoy a snack 
break as we walked through the forest 
 

Sharon, Mark, Malcolm and Jenifer at lunchtime 
 

Parts of this newly bull-dozed track 
were pretty wet and slippery under- 
foot! 
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gold fields proved uneconomic to work, so within five years the population dwindled from a 
peak of over two thousand to only a few hundred in 1900. Many of the buildings were pulled on 
rollers out of the valley and into Te Aroha. Over the years, many prospectors and companies 
tried unsuccessfully to mine gold profitably and today much remains of their efforts. 

I found this rhyme written by C. W. Richmond, 10 years after the rush which best describes the 
desperation many disappointed miners must have felt when they finally gave up their quest for 
gold and left the valley. 

“O wrong are you, o wrong am I  
O wrong all of us  
We are all sold, there is no Gold  
The claim’s not worth a cuss.  
We came O why? t’s all my eye  
So sing O wai -o-rong-o -mai  
Here comes the bloomin’ bus  
Let’s all get in, it is a sin  
The claim’s not worth a cuss.  
Singing O wai -o-rong-o-mai.  
O wrong are all of us.” 
 

The day was impressive and the work completed by DOC equally impressive but Brett this is no 
tramp for beginners. However we all thoroughly enjoyed our day and this is one of the very best 
tramps we have been on this year. Thanks Brett, and Sue you were a great tail end Charlie as 
our co - leader. 
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25 JULY 2010 - WAIRONGAMAI / BUCKS ROCK, TRAMP 852  
Written by Michiel. Photos by Michiel 

This was a special day because John was without his Val and Michiel without his Anna, a rare 
occurrence; we survived and had a nice time anyway! 

Other group members today were Adrienne, Sheila, Janey & Malcolm and Sanil, a new face. 

John F. was trying to retrace his steps from 20 years ago through this area full of gold mining 
and logging history, but he had forgotten his maps and information. Malcolm and I successfully 
brought him off his feet by convincing him to try a track he had not done before, the nature of 
the true tramper. Along the way Adrienne and I read on an information board about Bucks Reef 
and Rock, so called because of the little gold value that came out of it. 

The track, which is in between the low and high level track, led us to the bottom of the mighty 
Butlers Incline, much to the disgust of some and the delight of others. Everybody survived the 
long and steep climb over the restored sleepers. 

Sanil was however sort of cursing John, because he had told him it would be an easy tramp! A 
little rest at the top in the sun where we took some snacks near the restored timber framing for 
the winding gear did wonders. 

Recuperated we strolled along. Around the corner John showed us the little secluded area 
called the Stables, where they used to keep the horses. The next climb was the May Queen 
Incline. Restoration works were still in progress. The climb was not as long and Sanil was still 
happy to follow us. 

We passed the collapsed old Hardies Hut and had lunch on a grassy clearing. 

Walking out on the main track from here we tried to find a track going up. At some point we 
bashed our way through the bush and found old markers. 

In this area there are several vertical mining shafts, very deep and dangerous to get too near to. 
DOC obviously doesn't want to invite people going here. Apparently the air down there is so 
stale that you wouldn't survive long. We found one of the holes cordoned off with tape. Nearby 
we wandered along and close to the edge of what is called the Canadian Gully: another vertical 
mined area on top of this hill leaving a man-made gully behind. Quite impressive. 

Following the marked track down, we came back out on our grass clearing! 

At long last we went to Bucks Rock, where we were intended to have gone first thing this 
morning.  I went ahead and came back to re-assure John that we were coming close to the 

Tramp Reflections  

page 25 

  

 

got to work to make him comfortable it was clear that he was in need of some urgent attention. 
The men in the group carried him back to the hut where the call was made to get Alistair off the 
mountain via helicopter. The team of people that looked after Alistair during this time were 
incredible and it made it very clear to me as a beginner the importance of having all of the 
necessary items in times of emergency, so on that note I encourage each person to view the 
contents of their pack and purchase any essential items before your next tramp.  

It was decided that it would be in the group’s best interest to not wait for the helicopter as there 
was concern of the light fading which put others at risk. Malcolm offered to stay with Alistair 
and it was not long till we heard the helicopter and knew that Alistair was in good hands with the 
Westfield search & rescue crew. I would like to thank Malcolm for staying with Alistair and also 
was truly amazed when he appeared and had caught up with the rest of the group. As we 
completed the last five minutes of the tramp (with light fading fast) we got our final excitement 
for the day - I got to see a Morepork in its 
natural habitat and according to my 
esteemed trampers this is a rare sighting.  

I am delighted to report that Alistair is on 
the mend, thanks to the knowledge and 
fast action of the seasoned trampers. I will 
never forget this day both for the events 
that unfolded but also for the privilege of 
being somewhere so beautiful with such lovely people.  
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12 SEPTEMBER 2010 - PINNACLES, TRAMP 856 
Written by Jenifer, Photos by Lynne & Jenifer 

As I arrived in the Pack and save car park on the grey cold morning I was not feeling very 
enthused at the day ahead, I had a vision of being wet and cold for the day............ boy was I 
wrong, we were in for a day of beauty and adventure. As we made our way through Thames the 
sky started to lift, we were surrounded by 1000 shades of green and the sound of water 
gushing down the side of the mountain.  

It was not long till I had my first rush of adrenaline, my first ever wire bridge crossing. There are 
three on this track and by the time the third one came around I felt like I didn’t even have to hold 
the sides (well maybe just not so tightly). This tramp has a little of everything; fabulous foliage, 
waterfalls, rocks and of course lots of steady climbing. As every tramp I have attended this 
season the support and encouragement is truly over whelming any time that I felt this was just 
going to be "too hard" and I wouldn't make it a voice would come from behind telling me to keep 
going! I am so happy that people willed me up the side of that mountain cause as we got to the 
top the views were incredible over Table Mountain, the landscape changed and as we turned a 
corner there they were............. the pinnacles, immense pieces of jutting rock.  

When we reached the hut I 
was delighted to have 
achieved my target for the 
day. It is funny how 
something as basic as a 
ham sandwich can be 
glorious after walking for a 
few hours. After we sat and 
chatted over lunch, the 
group made their way to 
climb the 580 steps to the 
top, as a few of us watched 
from below we were in awe 
as the team reached the top the clouds parted and the sun and blue skies appeared, the views 
were breathtaking (even from where I was not to mind at the very top).  

It was then time to start our decent; we gathered up our packs and were a short distance from 
the hut when disaster strikes............ Alistair had fallen, it was a very slippy muddy path way 
and he had lost his footing. It was visible that he was in a lot of pain and as the team of leaders 
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TOP RIGHT: Butler’s Incline 
ABOVE & LEFT: Tucking into a snack and 
again on Bucks Rock! 

track junction. A relatively steep, but short climb led us to a clearing with gorse and climbing 
over rocks brought us to the top. Sanil by now was used to all this climbing and seemed to 
have a jolly good time. Sitting in the sun, nibbling and chatting away we enjoyed very good 
views of the Waikato Plains and the southwest side of the Kaimais. Even John would admit that 
it was good to have this highlight as 
conclusion. Thanks to him for sharing his 
stories and experience in this area with us. 
Besides a good walk in the bush on a day 
like today keeps the doctor away! 
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21 - 22 AUGUST 2010, EXT DAY,  BLYTHE HUT/CASCADES, TRAMP 854A  
Written by Kathy. Photos by Michiel 

There were 12 of us who started on our 
intrepid journey, leaving 0730 hours, 
Saturday, from our usual Hamilton 
parking spot.  Those keen on this trek 
were Roger, Kevin, Michiel, Anna, 
Sharon, John & Val, Siew-Ling, Jane 
from Tauranga, Malcolm & Janey, and 
me, Kathy Old, tramp reporter.  We had a 
wee stop in Te Kuiti and tucked into a pie 
in Taumaranui.  We then travelled onto 
Ohakune and parked next to the I-Site for a lunch stop and a catch-up with Janey and Malcolm 
who had brought their own car. Michiel then discussed the plan for the day. 

The main group was dropped off 7 kms along the Old Mountain Road of Mount Ruapehu and 
we set off walking at 1215 hours under a light steady drizzle.  Malcolm and Kevin had taken the 
van further up the mountain, and their goal was to set a track walking down to Blyth Hut, whilst 
we would steadily climb and meet them at Blyth Hut.  Initially the track was filled with boggy bits 
but there were pieces of wood laid down along the track to help with footing.  We had trees and 
shrubs on both sides of the path, however further along we came to a clearing (Michiel tells me 
this is where Lake Rotokaha was), and then a boardwalk.  After a couple of hours, we met up 
with another path and then turned right to Blyth Hut.  A further 20 minutes, we came to 
Waitonga Falls, which is the largest falls in Tongariro National Park.  It was whilst we were 
viewing the waterfall that an annoying fellow tramper threw a snowball at an innocent tramper 
eating her chocolate. 

Not too far past the Falls, we came to the turn-off to Blyth 
Hut, turned left and started steadily climbing.  We came 
across a private hut, Lupton Hut, and a sign stating “Blyth 
Hut 5 mins”, those 5 minutes took us a further 20 minutes!  
The walk to Blyth Hut was not without its mishaps.  Having 
to negotiate stream crossings meant that we all got our 
boots wet.  Siew-Ling, one of our fellow trampers, was 
unlucky enough to collect the odd bruise, but nevertheless 
battled on. 
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So, after establishing that Malcolm and the Hut warden could cope, and with school teacher 
Janey barking at our heels, we moved out and down the track in haste only to be stopped in our 
tracks by the sound of a chopper approaching. We were at exactly the right place for viewing its 
approach to the landing pad, and for a bit of a photo shoot. Once the medics disappeared into 
the hut we quickly made our way down the track - carefully I might add!!  

Around the halfway mark Malcolm caught up to us (well planned). The helicopter was being 
diverted to another call-out so there was no way he could have gone with Alistair. He txt Janey 
to let her know he was coming and also the hut warden txt as well. Luckily he caught up to us, 
as there was no cell phone coverage until almost in Thames. He would have had a cold, wet 
and dark wait for us to return for him (if he was lucky!) We arrived at the bus with only a minute 
to spare before darkness set in. We were really very, very lucky.  

Even in the pain that he must have been in, Alistair’s sense of humour came to the fore. When 
asked which hospital he wanted to go to, he quickly replied ‘SYDNEY please'.  

Thank you to the team on the trip that day, new trampers as well. It was a very impressive 
response from you all. Cheers, Lynne  

Alistair wrote on Friday 1st October; in response to an email from Lynne 

Hi, Well I have a pretty blue cast made of fiberglass. Unfortunately it’s just as heavy as the old 
one [the one they put on immediately after the accident]. The challenge is that this one is not 
meant to be weight bearing. I was in the hospital only one hour for the cast change over. No x-
rays were taken.    

Prognosis: On the 28th Oct this cast is to be removed, X-rays taken and if everything is OK, a 
much smaller cast will be put on with a wee bootie I think. This means I can use both feet to go 
[tramping]. WOW. Then this will come off and I can 
throw away the stroller. Then I will be given 
physiotherapy /exercises here at home. This will hurt 
says the physiotherapist. “What’s this?” I say after 
experiencing the pain of the fracture. Physiotherapy 
will build up the wasted muscles and correct the 
ligaments that are pulling the foot in the wrong 
direction. So, the physio starts 10th Nov. So, it looks as 
if this could mean I can wave goodbye to doing the 
Tongariro Crossing. Well I have done it B4. Keep up 
the tramping you lot. Cheers, Alistair 
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12 SEPTEMBER 2010 - PINNACLES, TRAMP 856  
Written by Lynne, Photos by Lynne 

Lynne’s Accident Report 

We had a full bus of 12 trampers plus 2 newbies in 
their own car. All went well until 5 min into our return 
trip out - this is from the Pinnacles Hut.  

It had been a very wet week/month/night leading up 
to this walk. Alistair Maitland, our Matamata tramper 
was up pretty much towards the front of the group on 
our way out when he slipped into a clay ditch and 
broke his ankle.  

Luckily Malcolm was with us, he quickly ran back to the hut and alerted the Hut warden while a 
number of us tried to make Alistair comfortable and wrapped him in emergency blankets & 
warm clothing. This was not a good place to be. It was very wet and cold. So, it was decided 
two of the men would carry him to the hut which was not too far away. He was then placed on 
a mattress in the hallway with extra warmer clothing (not his own) & blankets while I called 111 
from the warden’s emergency phone. After establishing that we needed a helicopter to get him 
out, we were told it would be with us in 25min.  

By then, Alistair was beginning to shake and was quickly cooling down. We then moved him 
into a hut bed while waiting for the chopper, where he was a lot warmer, especially in Janey’s 
possum hat and Alan’s gloves!  

A quick discussion took place as to 
who would accompany him on his ride 
to hospital. As I had no reading 
glasses, I felt I would be just useless if 
any forms were to be filled out (big 
lesson learned!!) So, we decided that 
Malcolm would be the one to go, being 
much fitter and faster than the other 
club members. And also we thought 
there may be a possibility he may have 
to walk out. And, we thought Malcolm 
really wanted that helicopter ride!  
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My hope was that we would get to see snow and thankfully there was lots of it!  Initially there 
were smatterings of it along the track but when we got to Blyth Hut, there was snow all around, 
and some on the deck of the hut.  The hut had lots of wood and that was the main thought – to 
get the fire going and get warm.  John had a go at lighting the fire, but Jane from Tauranga had 
brought some fire starters, Val, some paper, and before long, we were roasting our toes. Michiel 
and Anna had brewed together a worthwhile concoction of simmered earthy wine, cinnamon, 
eye of newt, batwing and lots of other goodies.  The smell was enough to knock your socks off 
but just lovely on a wintry night. We huddled together around the fire, drinking the Mulled Wine, 
eating our dinner and warming our bods.   

I decided to call it a night whilst others chatted and yarned around the fire.  Though I had a 
lovely night’s sleep, there were others not so lucky.  Rumour has it that two of our lady 
trampers snored.  Val ended up next to the fireplace due to the banana-like springs of her bed 
and we all had to make sure that we were not too close to the walls as there was so much 
condensation on the wooden walls, due to the lovely warm fire.  

The next morning we left the hut at approx 8 am and set off on the track that Kevin and Malcolm 
had surveyed the day before.  They had made it easier for us as we were able to use their old 
footsteps in the snow from the day before.  We were back at the van within a few hours and 
then decided to go on to the Cascades – a long waterfall ‘cascading’ down the mountain.  
Eventually the lower we went, the snow petered out and we could see more green countryside.  
It proved to be quite a scenic spot with the water, snow and then surrounding greenery.  Val and 
John decided to return to the van whilst the rest of us ventured further following the Cascades 
lower down the slopes.  It was then decided not to go on to the hut, but to return back to the 
van.  We were picked up by Val and John in the van, and set off to Ohakune for lunch and a 
change of clothes.  There was a request by Michiel wished to get to Ohakune.  That may have 
been our mistake as Michiel reminded us (on many occasions) that we had missed out on 
seeing this wonderful waterfall.   

Anyway, Michiel found us a quiet spot to change – a 
park in Ohakune with many houses and the general 
public walking by.  Siew-Ling kindly shared her 
pandan cake which, though the colour of light green, 
was light, soft, and enjoyed by everyone there.  
Finally, we also stopped again in Ohakune township 
and had a coffee for the road.  This was a lovely 
weekend spent in the snow with great company.   



Tramp Reflections  

page 20 

  

 

29 AUGUST 2010 - TE AROHA / TUI MINES / HOT POOLS, TRAMP 854B 
Written by Janey. Photo by Jenifer 

On Sunday 29th August Val as leader collected Adrienne, Malcolm, Alan, Jeff, Chris, Christine, 
Jenifer and Janey, at Pak n save at 8.30 am.  

We thoroughly enjoyed the company of some new trampers to the club. We had an interesting 
trip with four seasons all in one day with rain, wind and then beautiful sunshine. We started at 
the Mokena Geyser in the Domain zigzagging our way through mature pines and puriri which 
were planted in the early 1900’s to Whakapipi (Bald Spur Lookout) 45 minutes up. The lookout 
provides a stunning view of Te Aroha township, the wetlands, the river and beyond. 

We continued our assent across a small saddle then the track rose steeply to the summit. The 
track is well defined and there are steps on the steep sections. As the track climbs, the forest 
changes with windswept vegetation near the summit.  

Val was exceedingly encouraging of the new trampers and it didn’t cross her mind that anyone 
would dream of not reaching the summit. Needless to say we all got there! 

From the top the 360 degree view is spectacular with Mt Ruapehu and Mt Taranaki visible on a 
fine day however we had glimpses of the sea and surrounding countryside but couldn’t  see the 
mountains for the rain clouds. This just means we have to go again to see the panorama. The 
summit is the highest point in the Kaimai Mamaku range (952 m).  

As we walked down the road the weather changed and the sun appeared. After a short distance 
some of us began our decent via the Tui Mine Track however we had to turn back and go down 
the road for some distance to catch up with a split away group who were so earnestly engaged 
in conversation. So much so they failed to notice that we were turning off.  

Janey was not pleased at Malcolm for going in front of the leader.  Nevertheless it was an 
excellent reminder for us as a club to ensure we always stay behind the leader - even on an 
easy tramp don’t relax too much! We happily joined the group together and continued our 
conversations which were now almost all about food as we cut across the bush to the van. 

Most of the happy trampers had a fabulous soak in the hot pools at Te Aroha Domain and the 
others had wonderful hot chips at Ironique Café. This is nestled at the bottom of Mt Te Aroha 
and open seven days a week at 159 Whitaker Street. So if you are ever going past they are the 
best chips served on a huge plate for $4.00! 

We all jumped back in the van and arrived in Hamilton about 5.30 pm. Thank you Val for another 
brilliant day 
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Triunphant at the summit of Te Aroha. Janey sports her  high-vis gear. It was cold up there! 
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We thoroughly enjoyed the company of some new trampers to the club. We had an interesting 
trip with four seasons all in one day with rain, wind and then beautiful sunshine. We started at 
the Mokena Geyser in the Domain zigzagging our way through mature pines and puriri which 
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track is well defined and there are steps on the steep sections. As the track climbs, the forest 
changes with windswept vegetation near the summit.  
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in conversation. So much so they failed to notice that we were turning off.  
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excellent reminder for us as a club to ensure we always stay behind the leader - even on an 
easy tramp don’t relax too much! We happily joined the group together and continued our 
conversations which were now almost all about food as we cut across the bush to the van. 

Most of the happy trampers had a fabulous soak in the hot pools at Te Aroha Domain and the 
others had wonderful hot chips at Ironique Café. This is nestled at the bottom of Mt Te Aroha 
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Triunphant at the summit of Te Aroha. Janey sports her  high-vis gear. It was cold up there! 
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12 SEPTEMBER 2010 - PINNACLES, TRAMP 856  
Written by Lynne, Photos by Lynne 

Lynne’s Accident Report 

We had a full bus of 12 trampers plus 2 newbies in 
their own car. All went well until 5 min into our return 
trip out - this is from the Pinnacles Hut.  

It had been a very wet week/month/night leading up 
to this walk. Alistair Maitland, our Matamata tramper 
was up pretty much towards the front of the group on 
our way out when he slipped into a clay ditch and 
broke his ankle.  

Luckily Malcolm was with us, he quickly ran back to the hut and alerted the Hut warden while a 
number of us tried to make Alistair comfortable and wrapped him in emergency blankets & 
warm clothing. This was not a good place to be. It was very wet and cold. So, it was decided 
two of the men would carry him to the hut which was not too far away. He was then placed on 
a mattress in the hallway with extra warmer clothing (not his own) & blankets while I called 111 
from the warden’s emergency phone. After establishing that we needed a helicopter to get him 
out, we were told it would be with us in 25min.  

By then, Alistair was beginning to shake and was quickly cooling down. We then moved him 
into a hut bed while waiting for the chopper, where he was a lot warmer, especially in Janey’s 
possum hat and Alan’s gloves!  

A quick discussion took place as to 
who would accompany him on his ride 
to hospital. As I had no reading 
glasses, I felt I would be just useless if 
any forms were to be filled out (big 
lesson learned!!) So, we decided that 
Malcolm would be the one to go, being 
much fitter and faster than the other 
club members. And also we thought 
there may be a possibility he may have 
to walk out. And, we thought Malcolm 
really wanted that helicopter ride!  
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My hope was that we would get to see snow and thankfully there was lots of it!  Initially there 
were smatterings of it along the track but when we got to Blyth Hut, there was snow all around, 
and some on the deck of the hut.  The hut had lots of wood and that was the main thought – to 
get the fire going and get warm.  John had a go at lighting the fire, but Jane from Tauranga had 
brought some fire starters, Val, some paper, and before long, we were roasting our toes. Michiel 
and Anna had brewed together a worthwhile concoction of simmered earthy wine, cinnamon, 
eye of newt, batwing and lots of other goodies.  The smell was enough to knock your socks off 
but just lovely on a wintry night. We huddled together around the fire, drinking the Mulled Wine, 
eating our dinner and warming our bods.   

I decided to call it a night whilst others chatted and yarned around the fire.  Though I had a 
lovely night’s sleep, there were others not so lucky.  Rumour has it that two of our lady 
trampers snored.  Val ended up next to the fireplace due to the banana-like springs of her bed 
and we all had to make sure that we were not too close to the walls as there was so much 
condensation on the wooden walls, due to the lovely warm fire.  

The next morning we left the hut at approx 8 am and set off on the track that Kevin and Malcolm 
had surveyed the day before.  They had made it easier for us as we were able to use their old 
footsteps in the snow from the day before.  We were back at the van within a few hours and 
then decided to go on to the Cascades – a long waterfall ‘cascading’ down the mountain.  
Eventually the lower we went, the snow petered out and we could see more green countryside.  
It proved to be quite a scenic spot with the water, snow and then surrounding greenery.  Val and 
John decided to return to the van whilst the rest of us ventured further following the Cascades 
lower down the slopes.  It was then decided not to go on to the hut, but to return back to the 
van.  We were picked up by Val and John in the van, and set off to Ohakune for lunch and a 
change of clothes.  There was a request by Michiel wished to get to Ohakune.  That may have 
been our mistake as Michiel reminded us (on many occasions) that we had missed out on 
seeing this wonderful waterfall.   

Anyway, Michiel found us a quiet spot to change – a 
park in Ohakune with many houses and the general 
public walking by.  Siew-Ling kindly shared her 
pandan cake which, though the colour of light green, 
was light, soft, and enjoyed by everyone there.  
Finally, we also stopped again in Ohakune township 
and had a coffee for the road.  This was a lovely 
weekend spent in the snow with great company.   
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21 - 22 AUGUST 2010, EXT DAY,  BLYTHE HUT/CASCADES, TRAMP 854A  
Written by Kathy. Photos by Michiel 

There were 12 of us who started on our 
intrepid journey, leaving 0730 hours, 
Saturday, from our usual Hamilton 
parking spot.  Those keen on this trek 
were Roger, Kevin, Michiel, Anna, 
Sharon, John & Val, Siew-Ling, Jane 
from Tauranga, Malcolm & Janey, and 
me, Kathy Old, tramp reporter.  We had a 
wee stop in Te Kuiti and tucked into a pie 
in Taumaranui.  We then travelled onto 
Ohakune and parked next to the I-Site for a lunch stop and a catch-up with Janey and Malcolm 
who had brought their own car. Michiel then discussed the plan for the day. 

The main group was dropped off 7 kms along the Old Mountain Road of Mount Ruapehu and 
we set off walking at 1215 hours under a light steady drizzle.  Malcolm and Kevin had taken the 
van further up the mountain, and their goal was to set a track walking down to Blyth Hut, whilst 
we would steadily climb and meet them at Blyth Hut.  Initially the track was filled with boggy bits 
but there were pieces of wood laid down along the track to help with footing.  We had trees and 
shrubs on both sides of the path, however further along we came to a clearing (Michiel tells me 
this is where Lake Rotokaha was), and then a boardwalk.  After a couple of hours, we met up 
with another path and then turned right to Blyth Hut.  A further 20 minutes, we came to 
Waitonga Falls, which is the largest falls in Tongariro National Park.  It was whilst we were 
viewing the waterfall that an annoying fellow tramper threw a snowball at an innocent tramper 
eating her chocolate. 

Not too far past the Falls, we came to the turn-off to Blyth 
Hut, turned left and started steadily climbing.  We came 
across a private hut, Lupton Hut, and a sign stating “Blyth 
Hut 5 mins”, those 5 minutes took us a further 20 minutes!  
The walk to Blyth Hut was not without its mishaps.  Having 
to negotiate stream crossings meant that we all got our 
boots wet.  Siew-Ling, one of our fellow trampers, was 
unlucky enough to collect the odd bruise, but nevertheless 
battled on. 
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So, after establishing that Malcolm and the Hut warden could cope, and with school teacher 
Janey barking at our heels, we moved out and down the track in haste only to be stopped in our 
tracks by the sound of a chopper approaching. We were at exactly the right place for viewing its 
approach to the landing pad, and for a bit of a photo shoot. Once the medics disappeared into 
the hut we quickly made our way down the track - carefully I might add!!  

Around the halfway mark Malcolm caught up to us (well planned). The helicopter was being 
diverted to another call-out so there was no way he could have gone with Alistair. He txt Janey 
to let her know he was coming and also the hut warden txt as well. Luckily he caught up to us, 
as there was no cell phone coverage until almost in Thames. He would have had a cold, wet 
and dark wait for us to return for him (if he was lucky!) We arrived at the bus with only a minute 
to spare before darkness set in. We were really very, very lucky.  

Even in the pain that he must have been in, Alistair’s sense of humour came to the fore. When 
asked which hospital he wanted to go to, he quickly replied ‘SYDNEY please'.  

Thank you to the team on the trip that day, new trampers as well. It was a very impressive 
response from you all. Cheers, Lynne  

Alistair wrote on Friday 1st October; in response to an email from Lynne 

Hi, Well I have a pretty blue cast made of fiberglass. Unfortunately it’s just as heavy as the old 
one [the one they put on immediately after the accident]. The challenge is that this one is not 
meant to be weight bearing. I was in the hospital only one hour for the cast change over. No x-
rays were taken.    

Prognosis: On the 28th Oct this cast is to be removed, X-rays taken and if everything is OK, a 
much smaller cast will be put on with a wee bootie I think. This means I can use both feet to go 
[tramping]. WOW. Then this will come off and I can 
throw away the stroller. Then I will be given 
physiotherapy /exercises here at home. This will hurt 
says the physiotherapist. “What’s this?” I say after 
experiencing the pain of the fracture. Physiotherapy 
will build up the wasted muscles and correct the 
ligaments that are pulling the foot in the wrong 
direction. So, the physio starts 10th Nov. So, it looks as 
if this could mean I can wave goodbye to doing the 
Tongariro Crossing. Well I have done it B4. Keep up 
the tramping you lot. Cheers, Alistair 
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12 SEPTEMBER 2010 - PINNACLES, TRAMP 856 
Written by Jenifer, Photos by Lynne & Jenifer 

As I arrived in the Pack and save car park on the grey cold morning I was not feeling very 
enthused at the day ahead, I had a vision of being wet and cold for the day............ boy was I 
wrong, we were in for a day of beauty and adventure. As we made our way through Thames the 
sky started to lift, we were surrounded by 1000 shades of green and the sound of water 
gushing down the side of the mountain.  

It was not long till I had my first rush of adrenaline, my first ever wire bridge crossing. There are 
three on this track and by the time the third one came around I felt like I didn’t even have to hold 
the sides (well maybe just not so tightly). This tramp has a little of everything; fabulous foliage, 
waterfalls, rocks and of course lots of steady climbing. As every tramp I have attended this 
season the support and encouragement is truly over whelming any time that I felt this was just 
going to be "too hard" and I wouldn't make it a voice would come from behind telling me to keep 
going! I am so happy that people willed me up the side of that mountain cause as we got to the 
top the views were incredible over Table Mountain, the landscape changed and as we turned a 
corner there they were............. the pinnacles, immense pieces of jutting rock.  

When we reached the hut I 
was delighted to have 
achieved my target for the 
day. It is funny how 
something as basic as a 
ham sandwich can be 
glorious after walking for a 
few hours. After we sat and 
chatted over lunch, the 
group made their way to 
climb the 580 steps to the 
top, as a few of us watched 
from below we were in awe 
as the team reached the top the clouds parted and the sun and blue skies appeared, the views 
were breathtaking (even from where I was not to mind at the very top).  

It was then time to start our decent; we gathered up our packs and were a short distance from 
the hut when disaster strikes............ Alistair had fallen, it was a very slippy muddy path way 
and he had lost his footing. It was visible that he was in a lot of pain and as the team of leaders 
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TOP RIGHT: Butler’s Incline 
ABOVE & LEFT: Tucking into a snack and 
again on Bucks Rock! 

track junction. A relatively steep, but short climb led us to a clearing with gorse and climbing 
over rocks brought us to the top. Sanil by now was used to all this climbing and seemed to 
have a jolly good time. Sitting in the sun, nibbling and chatting away we enjoyed very good 
views of the Waikato Plains and the southwest side of the Kaimais. Even John would admit that 
it was good to have this highlight as 
conclusion. Thanks to him for sharing his 
stories and experience in this area with us. 
Besides a good walk in the bush on a day 
like today keeps the doctor away! 
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25 JULY 2010 - WAIRONGAMAI / BUCKS ROCK, TRAMP 852  
Written by Michiel. Photos by Michiel 

This was a special day because John was without his Val and Michiel without his Anna, a rare 
occurrence; we survived and had a nice time anyway! 

Other group members today were Adrienne, Sheila, Janey & Malcolm and Sanil, a new face. 

John F. was trying to retrace his steps from 20 years ago through this area full of gold mining 
and logging history, but he had forgotten his maps and information. Malcolm and I successfully 
brought him off his feet by convincing him to try a track he had not done before, the nature of 
the true tramper. Along the way Adrienne and I read on an information board about Bucks Reef 
and Rock, so called because of the little gold value that came out of it. 

The track, which is in between the low and high level track, led us to the bottom of the mighty 
Butlers Incline, much to the disgust of some and the delight of others. Everybody survived the 
long and steep climb over the restored sleepers. 

Sanil was however sort of cursing John, because he had told him it would be an easy tramp! A 
little rest at the top in the sun where we took some snacks near the restored timber framing for 
the winding gear did wonders. 

Recuperated we strolled along. Around the corner John showed us the little secluded area 
called the Stables, where they used to keep the horses. The next climb was the May Queen 
Incline. Restoration works were still in progress. The climb was not as long and Sanil was still 
happy to follow us. 

We passed the collapsed old Hardies Hut and had lunch on a grassy clearing. 

Walking out on the main track from here we tried to find a track going up. At some point we 
bashed our way through the bush and found old markers. 

In this area there are several vertical mining shafts, very deep and dangerous to get too near to. 
DOC obviously doesn't want to invite people going here. Apparently the air down there is so 
stale that you wouldn't survive long. We found one of the holes cordoned off with tape. Nearby 
we wandered along and close to the edge of what is called the Canadian Gully: another vertical 
mined area on top of this hill leaving a man-made gully behind. Quite impressive. 

Following the marked track down, we came back out on our grass clearing! 

At long last we went to Bucks Rock, where we were intended to have gone first thing this 
morning.  I went ahead and came back to re-assure John that we were coming close to the 
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got to work to make him comfortable it was clear that he was in need of some urgent attention. 
The men in the group carried him back to the hut where the call was made to get Alistair off the 
mountain via helicopter. The team of people that looked after Alistair during this time were 
incredible and it made it very clear to me as a beginner the importance of having all of the 
necessary items in times of emergency, so on that note I encourage each person to view the 
contents of their pack and purchase any essential items before your next tramp.  

It was decided that it would be in the group’s best interest to not wait for the helicopter as there 
was concern of the light fading which put others at risk. Malcolm offered to stay with Alistair 
and it was not long till we heard the helicopter and knew that Alistair was in good hands with the 
Westfield search & rescue crew. I would like to thank Malcolm for staying with Alistair and also 
was truly amazed when he appeared and had caught up with the rest of the group. As we 
completed the last five minutes of the tramp (with light fading fast) we got our final excitement 
for the day - I got to see a Morepork in its 
natural habitat and according to my 
esteemed trampers this is a rare sighting.  

I am delighted to report that Alistair is on 
the mend, thanks to the knowledge and 
fast action of the seasoned trampers. I will 
never forget this day both for the events 
that unfolded but also for the privilege of 
being somewhere so beautiful with such lovely people.  



Tramp Reflections  

page 26 

  

 

26 SEP 2010 - WHAKAREWAREWA FOREST PARK, ROTORUA AND THE TE 
WAIHOU WALKWAY NEAR PUTARURU TRAMP 857  
Written by Malcolm. Photos by Adrienne using Malcolm’s camera 

Leader Malcolm Frazer, Co-leader Ann, Sharon and Mark Muller, Jennifer, Louise Carter, 
Christina and Adrienne 

We left the car park at Pak n Save at 
07:40 and headed for the Te Waihou 
Walkway near Putaruru. We made a 
change of plans as there was light rain 
and decided that it may clear later and we 
would do the Rotorua walk first and the 
Te Waihou Walkway on our return. By the 
time we arrived at the Redwoods in 
Rotorua the rain had cleared and we had 
a nice 2.5 hour tramp finishing with lunch 
back at the van.  

 

 

 

 

 

Louise, Jenifer and Christina enjoy a snack 
break as we walked through the forest 
 

Sharon, Mark, Malcolm and Jenifer at lunchtime 
 

Parts of this newly bull-dozed track 
were pretty wet and slippery under- 
foot! 
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gold fields proved uneconomic to work, so within five years the population dwindled from a 
peak of over two thousand to only a few hundred in 1900. Many of the buildings were pulled on 
rollers out of the valley and into Te Aroha. Over the years, many prospectors and companies 
tried unsuccessfully to mine gold profitably and today much remains of their efforts. 

I found this rhyme written by C. W. Richmond, 10 years after the rush which best describes the 
desperation many disappointed miners must have felt when they finally gave up their quest for 
gold and left the valley. 

“O wrong are you, o wrong am I  
O wrong all of us  
We are all sold, there is no Gold  
The claim’s not worth a cuss.  
We came O why? t’s all my eye  
So sing O wai -o-rong-o -mai  
Here comes the bloomin’ bus  
Let’s all get in, it is a sin  
The claim’s not worth a cuss.  
Singing O wai -o-rong-o-mai.  
O wrong are all of us.” 
 

The day was impressive and the work completed by DOC equally impressive but Brett this is no 
tramp for beginners. However we all thoroughly enjoyed our day and this is one of the very best 
tramps we have been on this year. Thanks Brett, and Sue you were a great tail end Charlie as 
our co - leader. 
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27 JUNE 2010 - KAIMAIS / KAURI GROVE, TRAMP 849  
Written by Janey. Photos by Adrienne 

Brett Robinson as leader and Sue Kempthorne as co leader along with Janey Nolan, Peter 
Welton, Louise Carter, Irene Oien, Kathy Old, Kate Kerr, Adrienne Van Hellemond and Malcolm 
Frazer set off from Pak n Save at 7.30am for Waiorongomai. The day was a little wet at times 
but mostly fine. We started out with dry boots from the old battery site, up the track on the north 
side of the stream, across the swollen stream where everyone but Peter and Malcolm got their 
feet wet. Most of us got or legs wet as well but no-one fell in. We climbed up a steep ridge to 
the stately Kauri Grove, down through these beautiful trees and past the old house site that was 
the Waikato Tramping Club hut site (burnt down some time ago). We climbed down steeply to 
another swiftly flowing stream. 

Due to recent rain there were spectacular waterfalls in places where normally water would be 
flowing idly. Again we all got our boots filled with water except Malcolm. 

At 12.30 we sat on the stream bank for lunch and everyone had Brett on about the trip 
description, especially the tramp being an easy day. What we didn’t know at that stage was that 
it had been relatively easy compared to the scramble up the bank after lunch. Janey didn’t enjoy 
this scramble as it was quite open and very vertical but Louise said it was better than crossing 
swiftly flowing streams. Brett is very fit and set a good pace but had to slow it down a bit when 
some extremely long uphill stints followed. Adrienne did not notice the steepness of the incline 
and kept us all amused with her stories about being diverted due to the Icelandic eruption on her 
recent overseas excursion. Adrienne and Barb ended up therefore visiting Dubai, Tunisia & 
Morocco (where English is their third language) and The Portuguese Camino de Santiago. We 
walked up another incline and still Adrienne’s stories mostly about the food continued. Strange 
how food frequently becomes the most recurrent topic on tramps! 

The good weather was on our side and the rain stayed away most of the time as we went north 
and further uphill to the New Era Branch (May Queen).  We returned along the dramatic Piako 
County Tramway/High Level Track at the upper level. Extensive restorative work has been done 
by DOC to make the Waiorongomai Valley accessible to the public and we were all amazed at 
the amount of work that has been done recreating the tramlines and the Firth and Clark Battery. 
The area has much history; Brett grew up in this area. Some of this history includes that of gold 
being discovered in the Waiorongomai Valley on the eastern slopes of Mt Te Aroha by Hone 
Wharehiko. It attracted so many prospectors; the valley became the scene of large scale gold 
mining activities. To bring quartz ore from high in the valley down to the stamper battery, the 
tramline we had walked past was constructed by the Piako County, and opened in 1883. The 
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THE TE WAIHOU WALKWAY NEAR PUTARURU 
On our way back to the Te Waihou Walkway we encountered a wayward bus that decided it 
liked the lane we were in. Thanks to a wide shoulder and no parked cars we escaped 
unscathed. I don’t know who got the bigger shock the bus driver or us.   

The earlier switch in plans was correct as the weather for the Te Waihou Walkway was now 
perfect. The tramp follows the stream to the underground aquifer that provides the pure water 
used in the “Pump” water bottles. This water creates a deep aqua colour in the stream.  There 
were many “Oohs and aahs” about the amazing colour of the stream. Thanks for a great day 
everyone. 

Some of the very picturesque sights of the Te Waihou Walkway 
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10 OCT 2010 - MOKAIHAHA TRACK, MAMAKU RANGE, TRAMP 858  
Written by Adrienne, Photos of the reccie trip by Adrienne  

I had never heard of this place before so Michiel and I did some research on-line and found this 
information on the Doc website ‘Rich in Maori history, Mokaihaha Ecological Area contains 
several trails once used by Maori passing on their way to Rotorua from the Waikato. It is also an 
area with high conservation and scientific values, and possesses the largest surviving block of 
the once extensive native forests that covered the Mamaku Plateau. Podocarp trees such as 
rimu, miro and matai are plentiful and the forest floor is thick with healthy regeneration. Birdlife 
includes tui, kereru, bellbird and fantail. A population of kaka (native parrot) has been known to 
delight walkers with their appearance and song, and the endangered kokako maybe heard in the 
dawn chorus. Short-tailed bats are also present in the area.’  

We thought that sounded pretty good, so Michiel, Malcolm, Janey and I set off on a reccie trip 
in the middle of July. We found it to be very, very pretty bush but the track itself was pretty 
short so we checked out the extra bit that went to West Rd and back and that extended the walk 
to four hours. 

So on this day we set off with a small group of seven; Adrienne, Alan, Matiu, Louise (co-
leader), Chris, Irene and Lee, a new-comer. We arrived at the sign post marking the start point 
on South Rd, south of Mamaku township. After 20 minutes we came across Lake 
Rotohokahoka which hadn’t been there on the reccie - it had been a dried up stream - but today 
it was actually a lake! I was most impressed. The track continued beside it for a while and then 
on towards a junction where we went off to the end of West Road. We stopped here for lunch. 
We headed back, joined up with the track again. We came across a derelict hut complete with 
hitching rail, which we presumed had been used in the logging days. Once out on South Rd we 
walked for approximately 15 minutes back to the car. And yes, we did see lots of podocarp 
trees and the forest floor was very thick and very lush. We debated the meaning of Podocarp, 
and I still don’t know, Google here I come! No, we did not see any birds but I did hear a Kaka.  

Having a few hours to spare, we drove to the outskirts of Rotorua and headed for the Jubilee 
Track on Mt Ngongataha which starts at the Violet Bonnington Reserve on Paradise Valley Rd.  

We wandered up on a nice gentle easy climb through native bush to the viewing platform to see 
one of the largest rata trees in the Bay of Plenty, with a height of 40m and nearly 2m around. 
We completed the Nature Loop and decided not to go to the summit. There is no view from 
there so we enjoyed the view stops as we came down. 

We had had a great day and felt that the summit would be a great round trip for another day. 
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4 JULY 2010 - MAUNGATAUTARI / OUT IN THE STYX, TRAMP 850   
Written by Val 

To the inexperienced, this trip would seem a total shambles, but it actually catered well for a 
large diverse group of trampers. As usual we all met up at Bill’s farm on the slopes of 
Maungatautari. HTC arrived in dribs and drabs in their own vehicles for a change, and then The 
Wanderers arrived to join us for the day – in their own full sized bus, complete with a non-
tramping driver. We certainly looked like the inexperienced poor relations! 

However, we all joined up and set off walking over the farmland towards the bushline. It was 
good to catch up with many of the Wanderers who had in the past tramped with HTC. Nobody 
looked any different over the passage of years! Once we reached the bush and the surrounding 
fence where Bill dismantled the locking mechanism of the gate (with permission of course) 
there was a mutiny in the ranks. Some of the HTC members were not interested in the planned 
tramp, so they broke away and walked up Maungatautari and over Pukeatua to Out in the Styx. 
Before they left there was a discussion over who would drive their cars around for them and 
exchange keys. The rest of us faithfully followed Bill up and down through the bush to a 
delightful little waterfall that the majority of us had never seen before. It was a pretty mucky 
slide down to it through thick Parataniwha, but worth the effort. 

After a bite to eat, we continued up and down to a lovely stand of Rimu. All the tracks that have 
been cut on the mountain for pest control have certainly eliminated a lot of the legendary gliding 
through the supple jack. Some of us were a bit disappointed about that, but managed to hide 
our feelings.  

As we headed back towards the perimeter fence once again, we had a further mutiny. The day 
had been a bit too short for a couple of the trampers – again the HTC lot – and they wanted to 
take the long way home. They were given some instructions by Bill and off they went, 
completing their mission safely and arriving back at the vehicles only a short time after the main 
party. 

We farewelled the Wanderers as they loaded back onto their bus, having thoroughly enjoyed 
their company for the day. Then we sorted out cars, keys and gear and for those who were 
going to dinner, drove the cars around. Just as we arrived at Out in the Styx, with perfect timing, 
the rest of the crew walked up to meet us.  Once again we had a spa and enjoyed the perfect 
meal provided by Lance and Mary. It is always a special way to finish a good day’s tramp. 

Thanks Bill, for showing us yet another new spot on the mountain and for allowing us the 
flexibility of a diverse day of tramping 
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13 JUNE – WAIHAHA RIVER, TRAMP 848 
Written by Christina. Photos by Sue. 

On a fairly cold and damp morning we headed off for about a two hour foggy journey to the 
bridge on SH32 beside the Waihaha River where we parked the van, quickly got our raingear on 
and set off for the Waihaha Hut - approx. 9 kms.  

From the bridge across SH32 it’s approximately 
a 2.5 to 3 hour easy walk along the river. After 
walking only a short distance we stepped down 
into a lovely area of trees with hanging moss 
creating a gorgeous, almost Christmas festive 
feel (use your imagination). Then we went up a 
short uphill climb with a nice view halfway up 
overlooking the valley and we also got some 
lovely views of the river at a number of points.  

There were 12 of us on this fairly wet day - our leaders Lynne and Sue, Malcolm and our model 
from the Katmandu store, Janey (who was especially pleased with her new WHITE raincoat on 
this wet day), along with Kathy, Louise, Sheila, Brett, Kevin, Christina, Lorna & Swati. 

The walk is a mixture of shrub land, toi toi, podocarp forest plus a spectacular range of 
miniature fungi in glorious bright colours - we spotted red, peach and yellow. The pumice rocks 
were not too slippery and good to scramble over in the wet. We had one swing bridge crossing 
over a lovely stream. Approximately 2 kms before the hut was a significant windfall that had 
uprooted some trees, but an easy path around the fallen debris was easily found. On arrival at 
the clearing with the hut overlooking the river 
we stopped for our lunch break. The hut has a 
wood burner and sleeps 10 with a great 
sheltered deck on which to sit and watch the 
kereru fly over - also a neat outside space to 
sleep extra trampers and loads of grass area for 
camping.  

Following the same route we returned to the van 
with slightly more water on the track - walking 
for a while in a shallow stream. Thanks to 
everyone for braving the cool conditions.  

Tramp Reflections  

page 29 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The huge rata beside the Jubilee 
Track on Mt Ngongataha 
 

Michiel, Janey and 
Malcolm at the hitching 
rail by the derelict hut. 
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23 - 25 OCT 2010 - SHAKESPEARE BAY/WHANGAPAROA PENINSULA, 
TRAMP 859  
Written by Sheila. Photos by Malcolm 

Trampers: Sheila (Leader) & Nick Toppin, Val Holland (Co-Leader), John Featherstone, 
Adrienne Van Hellemond, Karen Doughty, Janey Nolan, Malcolm, Frazer. 

Day one – Saturday 23rd October 

When Val, John, Janey and Malcolm arrived with the Van to pickup Karen, Adrienne, Nick and I 
plus all our gear, there was some concern regarding the amount of gear Nick and I had; but 
when there’s room on the van and you don’t have to carry gear, why wouldn’t you take a decent 
size tent, comfortable airbeds, duvets, pillows, folding chairs, blankets, cooker, a chilly bin and 
a couple of bags; they were however, adamant there was no room for the garden table!   

Silverdale was our morning coffee stop and local market. Then driving on to Te Haruhi Bay 
campsite, where most had their tents up quickly; Karen 
wasn’t quite there, so others went to help, well at least 
that’s what they said they were doing; I had my doubts  

After lunch we started walking from Te Haruhi beach 
up along the TiriTiri Track to the Lookout on the cliff 
top; with stunning 360 deg views across Hauraki Gulf. 
We then descended down the paddock, through the 
bush to Waterfall Gully, across to Army Bay and the 
beach/rocky walk around the Whangaparaoa 
Peninsular.  We saw several people carrying sack 
loads of Kina (sea urchins) apparently the daily limit of 
Kina is 50 per person per day!?   

Many rock formations we saw were quite distinctive 
forming long ridges on the beach, whilst areas of the cliff face 
looked like a patchwork quilt. Arriving at Pink Beach we took 
the steps up to the cliff top and back down to the campsite 
again.  A quick ‘chilly’ dip in the sea for some, a wine or two 
to wash down a wonderful pot luck dinner (apart from Val’s 
Silverdale Market gluten free cake, that wasn’t, and caused her 
considerable suffering!) was a fitting end to a relaxing day. 

 The camp’s resident peacock  
kept cameras busy 
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Tackling a 
tricky ladder 
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30 MAY 10 – TWO MAORI CANOES (RAT’S TOOTH ROCK), TRAMP 847 
Written by Kathy. Photos by Sheila 

We set off merrily along the Paeroa to Thames Road, and then turned right onto the Onetai East 
Road to Michael O’Brien’s farm (our tramp guide).  To join me on this particular tramp was Val 
& John, Sheila, Malcolm, Alan B, Vince, Christina, Rose & John, and Paula.  Our leader, Michael 
O’Brien, had also brought his pal, Jeff, along.  We started off on a surprisingly sunny day, 
considering the wet weather we had already had that week.  Michael prepared us by telling us 
that we would have to negotiate 15 stream crossings.  We all looked at Vince to see his 
reaction.  His poker face revealed nothing, however he provided some entertaining moments in 
trying to avoid water that day.   

We also had a visitor with us all the way from South Africa, Paula, who encountered some of 
our variable NZ terrain.  We had Val and Sheila keeping an eye out for her, and offering a 
steadying hand along the way. 

We set off at about 9.30 am, following the main stream (Onetai River) and pretty much getting 
our feet wet with the stream crossings.  Michael told us the history of the area, and pointed out 
old bits of machinery that had been used to provide a track to bring out the Kauri logs.  The 
wood had mainly been used for the decking of war ships.  It didn’t take us long to get to a cave 
with wetas (ooh). We had a nosy around and stopped for morning tea at a picturesque waterfall.   

After our break, we retraced our steps for about 15 minutes and then started climbing a more 
rugged terrain toward our destination, Rat’s Tooth Rock.  On the way we would see the Two 
Maori canoes, made from Totara, the unfinished remains of these which had been left 
untouched.  Michael told us that Maori will not touch them - query whether these are considered 
tapu - or perhaps it is just that it would take a fair bit of work to take them out. Either way, it was 
an interesting talking point.  Another point of interest was a huge old tree that had fallen over 
years ago, Michael telling us this was approx 26 metres long.  We reached a ridge and at this 
point, Michael warned us about possum traps still in use.  We could smell how successful they 
had been and saw quite a few naked possums soaking up the sun (!). 

We had lunch before scrambling up a precipice to a spectacular viewpoint from Rat’s Tooth 
Rock.  The sky was clear and the views amazing, well worth that final scramble.  After that, we 
made our way back down to Paula and Sheila who were waiting for us.  The walk back to our 
van took only an hour and a half, with Michael regaling us with local yarns along the way.  The 
tramp took 6 hours in total.  This was a walk with lots of variety.  Thanks to Michael and Sheila 
for a lovely day.  
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Day two – Sunday 24th October 

Sunday we headed for Wenderholm, 
picking up Val’s cousin on the way.  We 
visited Couldrey House Historic 
Homestead; Malcolm commented that 
he wasn’t aware corrugated roofing; 
Marley guttering and down pipe had 
been around quite that long!  We were 
glad of the shade when walking the 
Perimeter track, meeting lots of young 
families on the way. Pleasing to see! 

Lunch was under the trees or on the 
beach and afterwards we followed the Te Akeake Walk along the beach around into the Puhoi 
River Estuary. On the way back we stopped at Hatfields beach where Val took us to the Alice 
Eaves scenic reserve, a significant natural feature in the District containing many indigenous 
botanical species, notably a high quality 
kauri forest remnant and some rare and 
threatened species.  Another quick ‘chilly’ 
dip in the sea for the same some, followed 
by wine, steak or leftovers for dinner.  The 
evening was taken up with a game of 
Boules (or Petanque) courtesy of Karen.  
Val and John won on the day.  John was 
delighted, having not ever won anything 
before! 

Day three – Monday 25th October 

We were all packed up and on our way by 9.30 am, the plan being to walk the Okura Bush 
Walkway.  Nick and I dropped the others of at Haighs Access Rd, Stillwater then drove the van 
back to Duck Creed road to walk in and meet the others.  The track takes you through groves of 
nikau, pohutukawa regenerating coastal kauri forest.  We all met up and had lunch at the historic 
Dacre Cottage built in the 1850’s, which although reconstructed had no corrugated roofing; 
Marley guttering and down pipe, which please Malcolm.  We had good views of Karepiro Bay 
and the Hauraki Gulf, before dropping back to the Weiti River estuary. 

We arrived back in Hamilton with the sun still shining, feeling relaxed and everyone vowing to 
return to the area again very soon.
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7 NOV 2010 - OPEN DAY: WAIHI BEACH COASTAL WALK, TRAMP 860 
Written by Alan. Photos by Adrienne 

With a fine day forecast and 22 people waiting at Pak’n’Save, we had a few words from 
Adrienne and after introductions we were into the vans and heading for a great day walking 
along a beautiful coastline. 

We arrived at Waihi beach at 9.30am, a quick sort out of gear and we were off to our first stop 
at Orokawa Bay.  It was an easy walk of about an hour which gave us opportunities for photos 
or just admiring the views.  When we arrived at Orokawa Bay it was decided to have a quick 
drink and food.  While we were having our break a group of ‘keen’ fishermen/women walked 
past and raised a few eyebrows, got some camera clicking and caused a few laughs amongst 
the group.  (See Adrienne’s photo). 

Next we headed to the end of the beach and into the bush for a one and a half hour tramp to 
Homunga Bay.  This part of the tramp consisted of bush and costal views, Pohutukawa trees to 
Nikau Palms and volcanic rock formations to sandy beaches.  Unfortunately we didn’t get to 
Homunga Bay due to running out of time, so we stopped at a small rocky bay for lunch.  We 
headed back along the same track to Orokawa Bay where we took another track 20 min inland 
to see William Wright Falls.  This track followed a stream which we crossed several times.  As 
we were walking to the falls you could see the result of the storms we had several months ago, 
with trees uprooted and banks washed out. 

At the falls there wasn’t a lot of water coming down but it was still very picturesque.  Back at 
Orokawa bay we regrouped with those that didn’t go to the falls and headed back to Waihi.  
Back at the vans some cooled their feet in the sea whilst others dug into the delicious baking 
and drinks.  Then we were back into the vans and heading home.   

This was a great open day with a wonderful mixture of things to see and people to talk to.  A 
special thanks to the person who supplied the refreshments after the tramp. 
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Michiel and Anna amongst the remains of Paton Dam 

24-25 APRIL 10 – EXT DAY – BROKEN HILLS – PATON DAM: TRAMP 845 
Written by Siew Ling. Photos supplied by Michiel 

To me the Broken Hills to Paton Dam tramp was a leisurely weekend away from home.  We 
arrived in the late afternoon parked the van at Puketui valley road end car park and went for a 
short walk.  We investigated the remains of what was once the Government Battery - flat 
concrete foundations.  The Battery was built to process ore prospected during the 1930s 
depression.  Wondering through the area, I reflected on the hardship of those depression days.  
My only experience with such hardship, were stories told to me by my parents about their 
difficulties experienced during the Japanese occupation of Malaya in the 1940s.   
We hastened back to our Broken Hills camp site before it got too dark. Thanks to Clare and Don 
who donated their tent to the club when they returned to the USA, I had a tent for the night. I 
was very impressed with Anna’s skill – she set up the tent in no time!  It was a great social 
night – We shared beef curry, pickled vegetables and wine. Val provided dessert.  It is always 
great when the tent is near the van - one doesn’t have to carry the wine very far.  We settled for 
the night amongst the chirping insects and rushing sounds of the very shallow Tairua River.  
The shallowness of the river soon became obvious when John went for a dip and came back 
with grit in his scalp.  We did have a dry summer.  The relatively silent bush magnified the 
sounds of the flowing river – it was a lovely setting for us to camp overnight in. 
Next morning we set off for Golden Hills Mine and Paton Stream Dam.  It was great but a bit 
scary walking through the 500 metre long Collins Drive.  There were lots of long legged wetas 
and I am not keen on creepy crawlies!!!  I learnt that if the torchlight is on them for too long, 
they become uncomfortable and start shuffling each other – a real signal to turn the torch away 
just in case they jumped on me.  With hats on and torch in hand, we investigated the 
underground mine. What stuck in 
my memory were the wetas in the 
mines and the difficulties that the 
early settlers would have 
encountered in building the Paton 
Dam. What remains of the Dam 
showed how huge those old kauri 
trees were – real impressive!!! It 
was another great weekend and 
my second ever positive camping 
experience. I look forward to more 
activities with the club! 
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1 MAY 2011 - WATERWORKS ROAD - WHARAWHARA ROAD, KAIMAIS, TRAMP 877 
This is an enjoyable tramp on the eastern side of the Kaimai Range. We have many stream 
crossings, a two tiered waterfall & a zig-zag to the top and along the ridge with great views, 
beautiful regenerating bush, some old Kauri dam sites and a steepish downhill. Approx 6 hours.  
Grade A. Book in by 25 Apr 2011. Cost $20. Contact Sheila 854 6960 or Lynne 07 855 1447 

15 MAY 2011 - BIG RATA, OKATAINA, TRAMP 878 
We have been into this large tree once before. It is quite an exciting walk up and down the 
ridges until the giant rata tree is reached. We loop back out again for a very enjoyable day. 
Grade B. Book in by 9 May 2011. Cost $20. Contact John F 8494447 or Kathy 853 8015 

16 MAY 2011 – HAMILTON TRAMPING CLUB ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM)  
Monday May 16, 7.30pm At Lone Star Restaurant, Victoria St, Hamilton. The meeting is held in 
the back room. All welcome. Supper will be provided. For more information contact Val 849 
4447 or Janey 846 6995/021 728 650 

21 - 22 MAY 2011 - PIRONGIA SUMMIT (EXTENDED DAY), TRAMP 879 
Climbing to the top of Pirongia to stay the night at the hut on the summit is an ideal way to get 
the best view of both the sunset and sunrise as well as the surrounding landscape.  
Grade B. Book in by 16 May. Cost $40. Contact Michiel 847 5340 or Kevin B 838 1788 

4 - 5 JUN 2011 - PIHA, FOREST AND BIRD LODGE (EXTENDED DAY), TRAMP 880 
We will stay at the Forest & Bird Lodge in picturesque Piha and walk along the beach in the 
evening. Next day we will walk one of the many tramping tracks in the native bush of the 
Waitakere Ranges. Experience beaches, breathtaking vistas, spectacular rocky outcrops, 
streams, waterfalls and farms overlooking the wild west coast. 
Grade A. Book in by 25 May 2011. Cost $TBA. Contact Janey 8466995 or Sheila 854 6960 

18 - 19 JUN 2011 - LEITCHES CLEARING TRAMP 881 
This is an easy walk into the Leitches Clearing Hut for the night and out again the next day. If 
you have never done an overnight tramp before, this is a good one to start on. 
Grade A. Book in by 13 Jun 2011. Cost $40. Contact Michiel 8475340 or Anna 021 0540 747  
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Taylor sits in a Pohutukawa tree 
at Orakawa Bay  

RIGHT: Morning tea 
at Orakawa Bay  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Strange what one sees 
when one goes tramping – 
Man with chilly bin on 
wheels goes by! 

BELOW: What a beautiful place for 
Lunch, almost at Homunga Bay 
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28 NOV 2010 - CHRISTMAS POT LUCK DINNER AT JANEY AND MALCOLM’S
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19  - 20 MAR 2011 - PINNACLES - COROGLEN, KAUERANGA, TRAMP 872  
After a good 3 hr walk from the Kauaeranga Road end we reach the Pinnacles Hut, one of NZ's 
biggest huts, where we will stay overnight.  The hut is serviced, sleeps 80, has solar lighting, 
gas BBQ & gas cookers and is not the kind of hut we are used to staying in! Bring your own 
utensils. Expect swing bridges, stone stairs, river crossings, spectacular views & the 
opportunity to climb the jagged Pinnacles. Next day, we take the Rangihau/Moss Creek Junction 
to the Rangihau Rd end track which takes us steadily down and out to Coroglen.  
Grade C. Book in by 28 Feb. Cost $40 plus hut fee of $15.30 adult/night, $7.60 
child/youth/night (5 -17 years). Contact Sharon W 847 3080 or Lynne 855 1447 

27 MAR 2011 - WAINORA - BOOM FLATS, KAUERANGA, TRAMP 873  
Leave from the Wainora campground along a well graded track as far as the Cookson kauri. The 
track then becomes more undulating and rocky and climbs steadily to a bare high point at 549 
metres, with extensive views of Table Mountain and the broad valley of the Waiwawa River. 
After negotiating a rock outcrop, the track drops down into a valley and then up again to Orange 
Peel corner, before descending a long forested ridge to Boom Flat. 6-7 hours. 
Grade A. Book in by 21 Mar 2011. Cost $20. Contact Sheila 854 6960 or Janey 07 846 6995  

2 - 3 APR 2011 - WAIMIHA LOOP EXTENDED DAY AND POT LUCK, TRAMP 874  
John and Debbie are the proud owners of a farm in this area with a lovely stand of bush on it. 
We will travel down on the Saturday, camp at the cottage, share a pot luck dinner and the next 
day do a loop walk through the bush. 
Grade A. Book in by 28 Mar 2011. Cost $40. Contact Debbie 07 8431446 or Val 849 4447 

10 APR 2011 – NEAVESVILLE, TRAMP 875 
This is an area that has been logged, mined for gold and now logged again for giant Kauri 
stumps. We go in from the summit of the Kopu-Hikuai Rd and tramp along the ridge line. Some 
of the track is quite over grown and tricky in parts. We descend to a clay 4x4 track and follow 
that back to the main road passing the old township of Neavesville on the way. 7-8 hours walk. 
Grade A. Book in by 4 Apr 2011. Cost $20. Contact John F 8494447 or Michiel 847 5340 

22 - 25 APRIL 2011 - EASTER IN TE UREWERA, TRAMP 876  
This is a good tramp into the Wilderness of Te Urewera. The days are not too long and always 
interesting with plenty of time to photograph the wild beauty. The isolated camp sites are well 
chosen at the end of the day. 
Grade C. Book in by 18 Apr 2011. Cost $80. Contact John W 07 8431446 or Bill 07 827 1807 
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21 FEB  - 4 MAR 2011 - KAHURANGI NATIONAL PARK, TRAMP 869  
Tramps will be based around the Nelson Lakes with trips of 3 gradings. Grade A will camp and 
do day trips around the lakes and possibly into the Lewis Pass. Grade B will do trips of 2-3 
nights in an area of their choice. Grade C will do a multi day tramp from Lake Rotoroa, up the 
Durville River and through to the Lewis crossing with 2 or 3 passes on the way. The tramps are 
still in their planning stages with details yet to be ironed out. Fly down or take own vehicles. 
Grades ABC. Expressions of interest are required by Xmas 2010. Costs $TBA. Contact Kevin 
B 07 838 1788 / Val 07 849 4447 

27 FEB 2011 - WAITAWHETA HUT, TRAMP 868 
This walk has been upgraded since the new hut was built. Most of the river crossings are now 
bridged. The track is gently undulating and easy with the historic areas highlighted on the way. 
We will lunch at the new hut before the return journey. 
Grade A. Book in by 21 Feb . Cost $20. Contact Kathy 853 8015 or Chris B 847 7577 

5 - 6 MAR 2011 - TUBING WHIRINAKI/MANGAMATE RIVER, TRAMP 870  
We will travel down to Minginui in the afternoon of 5th and do a short walk before settling into 
accommodation. The next day we will put our tubes in the river near Minginui and the adrenalin 
will pump as we float down river past the Mangamate Falls till we get to the shores of our 
accommodation camp. This is a fun trip in fine weather. Wet suits or warm gear may be 
preferred if it's cold. Please ensure you have a change of dry clothing. 
Grade A. Book in by 28 Feb. Cost $40 plus Accommodation. Contact Michiel 8475340 or  
Anna 021 054 0747 

12 MAR 2011 - TRAMP PLANNING, POT LUCK  
At 6 pm at Val and John's at 267 Brymer Road, Hamilton. This is a time when we all get 
together and plan the trips for the next 6 months. Remember this is your club and your chance 
to have a say. Please send any suggestions into the committee if you are unable to attend. 
Please bring food to share. Contact Val 07 849 4447 / Janey 07 846 6995 / 021 728 650 

13 MAR 2011 - MANGAPOHUE NATURAL BRIDGE, WAITOMO, TRAMP 871  
Mangapohue Natural Bridge is a real highlight on the scenic drive to Marokopa. The track goes 
through an impressive limestone gorge that brings you underneath the natural bridge. The 17m 
high limestone arch is all that remains of an ancient cave system. From here the track becomes 
stepped and passes under the bridge giving a superb view of the ceiling studded with stalactite-
like formations and an excellent view back down the gorge.  
Grade A. Book in by 7 Mar 2011. Cost $20. Contact Kathy 853 8015 or Sharon W 847 3080 
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CONSERVATION REPORT - WAIKATO AREA VISITOR FACILITIES  
Written by Bruce Postill 

Nikau Walk: 
We are about to spend $90,000 on the upgrading of the forest loop section of the Nikau Walk in 
Pirongia Forest Park. This will enable less able people, pushchairs and we intend to trial cycling 
on this walk. In this same locality we are currently completing improved access to the start of 
this walk making it accessible to wheelchairs.  
Plans are in progress to enlarge the car parking. The car park toilet has had some modifications 
to allow wheelchair access and next year we plan to build a wheelchair toilet in the 
picnic/campground. 
The picnic/campground has had some improvements with planting, picnic tables installed, 
ground leveled and grassed, additional new track to the stream and improved access to the hay 
paddock (where camping is permitted). 
Working with the Te Pahu Landcare Group many thousands of plants have been planted along 
the Kaniwhaniwha Stream - Nikau Walk in the last ten years. Going from farm paddock to soon 
to be forested walk helping to protect the water quality in the stream.  
Next year during Conservation Week (11 Sept) we plan a celebration of all this work with guided 
walks to the summit, big tree, etc.  
Kakepuku 
Work has commenced on a new track to the summit of Mt Kakepuku. Completion May 2012. 
Hakarimata 
The upgrading of the waterworks track from the dam to the summit will commence this 
summer.  At the summit a 5 metre viewing tower will be installed. 
Te Tapui 
The existing view tower on the summit of Maungakawa is to be replaced with a 5 metre tower -
almost two metres higher than the current one.  
Pahautea Hut, Pirongia 
Work has commenced on the replacement Campers Cooking Shelter to be constructed near  
Pahautea Hut. Contains table, seats, cooking bench & water tank. In March a new toilets & 
wastewater system will be installed this is part of a process moving towards a new future hut. 

Central N.I. Cycle Trail 
Work is progressing on this 60km new trail following old logging tramlines through the forests 
of Pureora. Tenders have been let for four large suspension bridges, one over a hundred 
metres.  
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TRAMP LIST – DEC 2010 TO JUNE 2011 

27 DEC 2010 TO 1 JAN 2011 - TONGARIRO NATIONAL PARK, TRAMP 863 
Using the Whakapapa Holiday Camp as home base, we will do a walk each day. Suggested 
walks are; Silica Rapids, Whakapapaiti Hut, Tama Lakes, Taranaki Falls, Gannet Colony, 
Tupapakarua Waterfall, Ruapehu Summit, overnight at Oturere Hut. We will be flexible and each 
day will accommodate all abilities. The tramps in this varied and beautiful area can be as social 
or as difficult as you wish.  Grade A. Book in by 6 Dec 2010. Costs are $20/day for transport 
(depending on numbers) plus accommodation costs, ranging from $19 for a tent to approx 
$20-25 pp per night for a cabin. Contact Adrienne 855 1447/0212317965, or Val 849 4447 

28 - 31 JAN 2011 – MATEMATEONGA, TRAMP 864  
This is an easy 3 day trip along an old roadway in a very remote area. The highlights are the jet 
boat ride back and the fabulous views as you amble along the track. Grade B. Book in by 10 
Jan 2011. Cost $80 plus hut and jet boat. Contact Kathy 07 853 8015 / Kevin B 07 838 1788 

30 JAN 2011 - MOTUTAPU ISLAND, TRAMP 865 
Just a ferry ride away from Downtown Auckland lies the legendary island of Motutapu. 
Motutapu, which means Sacred Island, has a history that dates back centuries and is much 
older than its neighbouring Rangitoto Island. The island is home to farmland, scenic walking 
tracks, World War II gun emplacements and spectacular views of the Hauraki Gulf. Motutapu is 
currently undergoing a 50 year conservation project. Ferry $25.00 return and money sent to 
Janey by 21 Jan 2011 and or book online yourself to ensure a ticket http://www.fullers.co.nz/. 
Grade A. Book in by 17 Jan 2011. Cost $20 plus $25 for boat. Contact Janey 07 846 6995 / 
021 728 650 / Chris B 07 847 7577 

6 FEB 2011 - MINE BAY, TAUPO, TRAMP 866  
This is a tramp in an area that is new to us. The day will be interesting and the terrain 
undulating. Further details will be on our website, www.tramphtc.org.nz, closer to the day.  
Grade A. Book in by 31 Jan 2011. Cost $20. Contact Janey 846 6995 or Sheila 854 6960 

12  - 13 FEB 2011 - URCHIN TO UMIKARIKARI (EXT DAY), TRAMP 867 
The track is located in the Kaimanawa Forest Park just south of Turangi. We will drive down on 
Saturday afternoon camping at the start of the track and kick off on Sunday with a climb up to 
the trig on Urchin with great views of Ruapehu from this location. From here we travel across 
the range before dropping into a saddle that connects Urchin to Umikarikari. There is a new 
track through native beech forest which follows the ridge before rising steadily across 'tops' 
country to the summit of Umikarikari. The route back is all downhill. 
Grade B. Book in by 7 Feb 2011. Cost $40. Contact Kevin B 838 1788  or Kathy 853 8015 
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TRAMP BOOKING, GRADING AND COSTS 

BOOKING A TRAMP 

Phone the leader or co-leader to book in for tramps. If you are unable to get through, please 
phone the Club Captain (Lynne 07 855 1447) or any committee member and they will pass 
your name on for the tramp. Bookings close on Monday evenings to enable us to organise 
transport. However, if after that day you find you are able to go on the tramp and there is a seat 
available, you will be welcome. Don't forget to check the tramp details, equipment and costs.  

NORMAL DEPARTURE TIMES ARE:  

Day tramp:    7:30 am Sunday morning  
Extended day:    Saturday afternoon 
Weekend tramp: 6 pm Friday evening 

TRAMP GRADING  

For the safety of all, gradings are applied to all tramps. However, note that regardless of the 
grading the tramps are undertaken at your own risk. Gradings are; 

Grade A Reasonable fitness required; able to walk for 5/6 hours. 

Grade B Good level of fitness required; previous tramping experience required. 

Grade C Demanding. Open to Hamilton Tramping Club Members with overnight experience 
who have been on tramps with the club before, or who are personally known by the 
Tramp Leader. 

TRAMP COSTS 

The cost of a tramp is $20 per day. There is a surcharge of $5 per tramp for non-members. 
Children under 15 years, travel at half the daily cost. 

Cancellations: To provide transportation for the tramps, it is the club’s policy to hire vans, the 
cost of which is offset by the tramp fees paid by those on the tramp. We are a ‘non-profit 
making’ organization and try to keep the individual cost of the tramps down. For this reason, we 
have found it necessary to impose the following cancellation conditions: 

1. The Monday evening before the tramp is the last day for bookings and cancellations. 

2. Cancellations after Monday will incur a penalty of:  
 $10 for a day or extended day tramp 
 $20 for a weekend or long weekend tramp 
3. Failure to turn up without notification will incur the full cost of the seat reserved. 
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FIRST AID KITS 

SUGGESTED FIRST AID KIT FOR PARTIES 

Any personal medication plus: 

Antihistamine tabs 20 for allergies and stings 

Antihistamine cream 

Antiseptic cream 

Cavit - temporary filling for teeth 

Crepe bandages - 4” and 6” 

Diastop/Lomotil - for diarrhoea 

Elastoplast dressing strip 

Furacin - for burns 

Eye Ointment -for stys 

Large wound dressings - sealed, compressed brand 

Micropore tape - for butterfly closures 

Needles and cotton  

Notebook and pencil 

Paracetamol tabs  

Paranet gauze squares - sterile for burns 

Salt tabs  

Safety pins  

Sleek plaster 

Small sharp scissors 

Spenco second skin - for blisters 

Steristrip sutures 

Sterile dressings - telfa type 

Triangular bandages 

Tweezers 

Vaseline 

Zinc Oxide plaster 

 

Remember to check the expiry date on medications regularly. 
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NOTES TO NEW TRAMPERS 

WHAT TO TAKE ON A DAY TRAMP 

Small pack 

Plenty of lunch 

Snacks  

Raincoat or parka 

A change of clothes (leave these in the van) 

Small First Aid Kit with plasters etc. 

Drink (in a plastic bottle) 

A torch – just in case 

Winter    Summer 

Woolly hat   Sunhat 

Mittens / Gloves  Sun screen 

Jersey    Extra water 

 

REMEMBER 

On a fine day you may think you don’t need a raincoat or parka. Don’t be fooled. Even if it 
doesn’t rain, you may need it to keep out the wind on an exposed ridge. 

Leave a spare change of clothing in the vehicle. If you arrive back at the van, soaking wet and 
there is a 3 hour drive back to Hamilton, you will be pleased you remembered this. 

In summer you tend to drink more, so do take enough. Plain water seems to go further than 
juice. 

When you ‘sign up’ (book) for a tramp, ask the tramp leader for more details or any special 
requirements or extras you may need to take along. The details given in the tramp programme 
are frequently sketchy, as many tramps are only in their planning stages when the bulletin is 
written. 

And do let the tramp leader know if you are currently taking any medication or have a medical 
problem (e.g. allergies to wasps etc), just in case anything goes wrong. 
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“Oh no! Wetas!”  
said Siew Ling  
at Broken Hills 
 
“Whakawetaweta” 
said Adrienne at 
Whakarewarewa 
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PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT 2010 
This has been an interesting winter for our club with our first serious accident for many years. 

 One of the trampers slipped and broke his ankle a few minutes from the Pinnacles Hut on the 
return journey. The team quickly swung into action; the hut warden was notified and he 
arranged for the phone to be used for a helicopter retrieval, the patient was carried to the hut 
and kept warm in borrowed clothing, the main party then carefully made their way back down to 
the van and managed to get there in daylight, leaving the fittest tramper with the patient. He was 
hoping for a helicopter ride too but there was another emergency elsewhere and no room for 
him so he had to follow the others down the track. The warden kindly checked that he got out 
safely. The patient was airlifted to Waikato Hospital and had surgery on his ankle the next day. 
He is now recovering well at home.  

The management of the incident went like clockwork and I would like to praise all the tramp 
participants who were present. What was needed to be done, was done, everyone co-operated, 
worked and communicated well as a team. There were 2 PLB’s among the trampers but due to 
a phone being available at the hut, these were not needed. The patient was followed up both 
while he was in hospital and since he has been home. Well done all of you. 

The new trip list has been published taking us through to June 2011. There are some great 
tramps coming up, but please look carefully at the ‘booking in’ dates as many of these are 
much earlier than the usual week due to accommodation etc needing to be booked in advance.  
My thanks to all those who helped compile the new tramp list and to all the leaders and co-
leaders who have so willingly put their names forward to lead tramps. 

The beauty of belonging to a club is that we get to see such a vast variety of areas in our 
country. The Labour Weekend tramp was at Shakespear Park on the Whangaparoa Peninsula 
where we base camped and did day walks around the area. Now, I come from up that way and 
over that weekend, I saw places I didn’t know even existed. Thank you Sheila and Nick for that 
opportunity. Thanks also to Karen for the opportunity of learning how to put up a different tent – 
even if it did take a while with many hands and a lot of advice!! 

My thanks go to Adrienne for compiling yet another great bulletin and to all those who have 
contributed both articles and photos. 
Please enjoy the outdoors over the summer and I look forward to meeting you all out there 
somewhere. For those of you like Isobel, Mike and Alistair who are recovering from medical 
problems I wish you a safe and speedy recovery. 
John and I and the committee wish you all a safe and happy Christmas with many good tramps 
over 2011. Yours in tramping, Val 
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HTC MEMBERS’ PHONE LIST 
BeverleyAves  07 869 5457  021 158 8914 
Kevin Bailey  07 838 1788  029 248 6713 
Christine Barnett  07 847 7577      027 439 7470 
Ruth Barratt   03 960 9685   021 289 7888 
Alan Bigham   07 8564646  
Dianne Bowen  07 829 7388  
Colleen Brimblecombe  07 855 5626  
Louise Carter  07 846 9373  021 238 5094 
Kevin Christian  07 871 7475  021 595 558 
Charlie Christiansen  07 827 7607  
Mike Clarke  09 292 7838  
Elizabeth Day  07 829 7796  021 111 6354 
Karen Doughty    07 853 6668  
Samuel Doughty  07 853 6668  
John Featherstone  07 849 4447  021 0235 6736 
Debbie Fisher  07 843 1446  
Malcolm Frazer  07 846 6995  021 728 650 
Bill Garland  07 827 1807  
Sue Garland  07 827 1807  
Wendy Goad  09 292 7838  
Tony Graham  07 827 8954  
Debbie Graham  07 827 8954  
Roseanne Green  07 829 3225  
Rae Hannah  07 829 3078  
Alan Hawes  07 849 2602  
Vince Hay  07 855 9997  
Christina Heu  07 823 6231  
Val Hollands  07 849 4447  021 0235 6736 
Grant Holmes  07 829 5468  
Weitze Hoogeven  07 829 3078  
Lynne Ironside  07 855 1447  021 1136 0271 
Shirley Jones  07 854 0745  
Lorraine Kavanagh  07 829 8436  
Sue Kempthorne  07 846 5480  
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Catherine Hampton-Kerr  07 827 3688  027 475 8021 
Yeong Kim  07 855 9908  
Brian Kim  07 855 9908  
Anna Lim  07 957 0946 wk 021 054 0747 
AnneMacIndoe  07 846 4591  027 416 6620 
Alistair Maitland  07 888 8867  
Wendy Martin  07 872 2533  
Sharon Muller  07 853 7221  
Linda Newman  07 855 8125  
Janey Nolan  07 846 6995  021 728 650 
Irene Oien  07 854 6600  
Kathryn Old  07 853 8015  
Bruce Postill  07 855 1187  
Gail Preston  07 825 2133  
Brett Robinson  07 856 6582  027 750 0714 
Gail Rose  07 853 6530  
Paul Rowland  07 825 2133  
Christine Russell  07 854 9693 wk 
Isobel Smythe  07 827 5925  
John Spencer  07 843 2344  
Don Stover  07 843 5022  
Claire Summers  07 843 5022  
Jenifer Tangney     021 044 8260 
Jennifer Taplin  07 829 7773  
Nick Toppin  07 854 6960   021 1506 799 
Sheila Toppin  07 854 6960   021 1506 799 
PhillipTree   
Jim Twohill  07 855 0288  
Michiel Van Dijk  07 847 5340   
Adrienne Van Hellemond  07 855 1447  021 231 7965 
Peter Welton     027 273 3994 
John Whitehead  07 843 1446  
SharonWoodward  07 847 3080
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Bulletin No. 74 – Dec 2010 
This is the official publication of the 

Hamilton Tramping Club Inc 212788, P O Box 766,  HAMILTON 

www.tramphtc.org.nz 

 
President: Val Hollands 
Secretary: Gail Rose 
Treasurer: Kevin Bailey 
Club Captain: Lynne Ironside 
Advertising: Brett Robinson 
Committee:  Sheila Toppin  
  Sue Kempthorne  
  Janey Nolan  
  Isobel Smythe  
  Kathy Old 
 
EDITOR’S NOTE: Welcome to the new members for whom this may be their first ever bulletin. I 
hope you all enjoy reading these tales, many of them you have written yourselves. Yes, we do 
pick on you newbies to write them you know! It’s so interesting reading new reflections and 
styles of verse coming through. Thanks for your efforts in tapping away at the keyboard or 
putting pen to paper to recall your memories of your tramps with this growing group of 
trampers. We love having you and love hearing your stories. Thanks also for the photos which 
make the bulletin so much more fun to read and browse. Thanks Sheila for chasing up these 
contributions for me. I must say everyone has been most co-operative and sent them soon after 
the tramp. It is easier to remember those funny little happenings (and big ones in Alastair’s 
case) soon after the event. I have tried to input them as they have been submitted in order to 
avoid the last minute rush at production time. So any panic at this time is mostly my own doing! 

Remember, without your stories there would be no bulletin, so please keep sending them to me 
at publicity@tramphtc.org.nz.  Have a great Christmas and I hope to see you all out there on the 
tracks soon. Adrienne 

Bulletin Editor:  Adrienne van Hellemond 
Log Reports:  Alan Hawes  
Mountain Safety: Grant Holmes 
Conservation:  Bruce Postill 
Life Members:  Charlie Christianson 
   Alan Hawes 

Tramper of the Year: Adrienne van Hellemond 
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